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SOCTIIP Response to Comments

Appendix A

APPENDIX A
DISTRIBUTION LIST FOR THE DRAFT EIS/SEIR

Al FEDERAL AGENCIES

Maiser Khaled

Federal Highway Administration
California Division

50 Capital Mall, Suite 4-100
Sacramento, CA 95814

Rebecca Lent, Ph.D.

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration

National Marine Fisheries Service — Southwest
Region

501 West Ocean Blvd., Ste 4200

Long Beach, CA 90802-4213

Karen Goebel

Assistant Field Supervisor

U.S. Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
6010 Hidden Valley Road
Carlsbad, CA 92008-4219

Robert Fisher

U.S. Department of the Interior

U.S. Geological Survey

Biological Resources Division
Western Ecological Research Center
San Diego Field Station

5745 Keamny Villa Road, Suite M
San Diego, CA 92123

Sandro Amaglio

Regional Environmental Officer

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Region IX

P.O. Box 29998

Presidio of San Francisco

San Francisco, CA 94129

Susan DeSaddi

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Branch, CESPL-CO-R
915 Wilshire Blvd. #11000

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3401

Nova Blazej

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

Jim Omans (LFL)

Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps
Room 3109

2 Navy Annex

Washington, DC 20380-1775

Larry Rannals

Attn: CPLO, Bldg. 1160

Marine Corps Base

Camp Pendleton, CA 92055-5010

Steven John

Federal Office of Wetlands Enforcement

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region
9

915 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90053-2325
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Appendix A

A2 STATE AGENCIES

Cindy Quon

District Director

Caltrans — District 12

3337 Michelson Drive, Suite 380
Irvine, CA 92612-8894

Pedro Orso-Delgado
District Director

Caltrans — District 11

2829 Juan Street

San Diego, CA 92186-5406

Mark Delaplaine, Federal Consistency
Supervisor

State of California — The Resources Agency
California Coastal Commission

45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000

San Francisco, CA 94105-2219

Terri Dickerson

State of California — The Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Game

330 Golden Shore, Ste. 50

Long Beach, CA 90802

William E. Tippets

Environmental Program Manager

State of California — The Resources Agency
Department of Fish and Game

South Coast Region

4949 Viewridge Avenue

San Diego, CA 92123

Richard Rayburn, Chief
California Parks & Recreation
1416 9™ Street, Rm. 932
Sacramento, CA 95814

State Clearinghouse

Office of Planning and Research
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dr. Knox Mellon

State Historic Preservation Officer
Office of Historic Preservation
1416 Ninth Street

Room 1442

Sacramento, CA 95814

Kenneth E. Trott
Environmental Coordinator
Department of Conservation
State of California

801 K Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Rob Wood

Associate Governmental Program Analyst
State of California

Native American Heritage Commission
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364

Sacramento, CA 95814

David R. Pryor

California Department Parks & Recreation
18331 Enterprise Lane

Huntington Beach, CA 92648
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A3 REGIONAL AGENCIES AND SPECIAL DISTRICTS

Paul Lemons

California Regional Water Quality Control
Board

San Diego Region

9771 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., Ste A

San Diego, CA 92124-1324

Eric C. Pahlke

Director of Transportation

San Diego Association of Governments
401 B Street, Ste 800

San Diego, CA 92101-4231

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

South Coast Air Quality Management District
21865 E. Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182

Jeffrey M. Smith, AICP

Senior Planner — Intergovernmental Review
S. Cal Association of Governments

818 W. 7th St., 12 Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

David Doomey

Associate Superintendent

Facilities Planning

Capistrano Unified School District
32972 Calle Perfecto

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675-4792

A4 LOCAL AGENCIES AND CITIES

George Britton

Manager-Environmental & Project Planning
Services Division

County of Orange

Planning & Development Services Department
300 N. Flower Street

Santa Ana, CA 92702-4048

Ignacio Ochoa

County Traffic Engineer

County of Orange

Public Facilities & Resources Department
300 N. Flower Street

Santa Ana, CA 92702-4048

Jim Gosnell

Southemn California Association of Governments
818 W. 7* St., 12% Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

Sook Young Kim

San Diego Association of Governments
401 B St. Suite #800

San Diego, CA 92101

Randy Huttenberger

Director Facilities and Planning
Saddleback Valley Unified School District
25631 Peter Hartman Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Dave Elbaum

Orange County Transportation Authority
550 South Main Street

Orange, CA 92613-1584

Nancy Foreman

Orange County Fire Authority
P.O. Box 86

Orange, CA 92856

Michelle Jordan

County of Orange

Planning & Development Services Department
300 N. Flower Street

Santa Ana, CA 92702-4048

Jeff Dickman, Chief

HBP/Trail Planning and Implementation
County of Orange

Public Facilities & Resources Department
300 N. Flower Street

Santa Ana, CA 92702-4048

City Manager
City of Rancho Santa Margarita
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30211 Avenida de las Banderas, Ste 101
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688

City Manager

City of Irvine

One Civic Center Plaza
P.O. Box 19575

Irvine, CA 92623-9575

City Manager

City of San Clemente
100 Presidio Avenue

San Clemente, CA 92672

City Manager

City of La Habra

201 E. La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90633-0337

City Manager

City of Lake Forest

23161 Lake Center Drive, Ste 100
Lake Forest, CA 92630

City Manager

City of Mission Viejo
200 Civic Center
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

City Manager

City of Laguna Niguel
27801 La Paz Road
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

City Manager

City of Laguna Woods
24264 El Toro Road
Laguna Woods, CA 92653

City Manager

City of Laguna Hills

25201 Paseo De Alicia, Suite 150
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

City Manager

City of Laguna Beach
505 Forest Avenue
Laguna Beach, CA 92651

City Manager

City of San Juan Capistrano
32400 Paseo Adelanto

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

City Manager

City of Dana Point
33282 Golden Lantern
Dana Point, CA 92629

City Manager

City of Oceanside

300 North Coast Highway
Oceanside, CA 92054

City Manager

City of Orange

300 East Chapman Avenue
Orange, CA 92663

City Manager

City of Anaheim

3200 South Anaheim Boulevard
Anaheim, CA 92805
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City Manager

City of Yorba Linda
4845 Casa Loma Avenue
Yorba Linda, CA 92885

City Manager

City of Santa Ana

20 Civic Center Plaza
Santa Ana, CA 92701

City Manager

City of Tustin

300 Centennial Way
Tustin, CA 92780

A5 GROUPS, ORGANIZATIONS AND HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATIONS

Bill Corcoran

Conservation Coordinator
Sierra Club, Angeles Chapter
3435 Wilshire Blvd., Ste 320
Los Angeles, CA 90010-1904

Karen Caiozzo, Secretary

Aegean Hills Homeowners Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 2732

Mission Viejo, CA 92690-2732

Marvin J. Rosen, President

Meredith Canyon Community Association
27052 Calle Esperanza

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Sandy Meyer

General Manager

Lake Forest Community Association
22921 Ridge Route Drive

Lake Forest, CA 92630

National Audubon Society
Attention: Pete Desimone
P.O. Box 967

Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678

Surfrider Foundation
Attention: Christopher Evans
122 S. El Camino Real #67
San Clemente, CA 92672

Friends of the Foothills
Attention: Brittany McKee
P.O. Box 3942

San Clemente, CA 92674

Stephen Stanton

Association Manager

Pacifica San Clemente Homeowners Association
30320 Ranch Viejo Rd,,

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Andrew E. Wetzler

Senior Project Attorney

Natural Resources Defense Council
6310 San Vicente Blvd., Ste 250
Los Angeles, CA 90048

David Hogan

Center for Biological Diversity
P.O. Box 628

Santa Ysabel, CA 82070

James W. Royle, Chairperson
Environmental Review Committee

San Diego County Archaeological Society
P.O. Box 81106

San Diego, CA 92138-1106
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Pam Bashline

Community Manager

Talega Gallery Community Association
22 Calle Gallena

San Clemente, CA 92673

Joe Martinez

Talega Maintenance Corporation
Talega Swim and Athletic Club
100 Calle Altea

San Clemente, CA 92673

Dan Silver, Coordinator
Endangered Habitats League
8424-A Santa Monica Blvd.
Suite 592

Los Angeles, CA 90069-4267

A6 BUSINESSES, BUSINESS GROUPS AND MAJOR LAND OWNERS

San Clemente Downtown Business Association
P.O.Box 114
San Clemente, CA 92672

Orange County Business Council
Attn: Julie Puentes

2 Park Plaza, Ste. 100

Irvine, CA 92614

John F. Boslet

Vice President Transportation
The Irvine Company

550 Newport Center Drive

P.O. Box 6370

Newport Beach, CA 92658-6370

A7 LIBRARIES

Mission Viejo Library
100 Civic Center
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Laguna Niguel Library
30341 Crown Valley Parkway
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

San Juan Capistrano Regional Library
31495 El Camino Real
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Oceanside Library
330 North Coast Highway
Oceanside, CA 92054

City of San Clemente
Chamber of Commerce
1100 N. El Camino Real
San Clemente, CA 92672

Ms. Laura Coley Eisenberg, Director
Planning and Entitlement

Rancho Mission Viejo

PO Box 9

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693

Talega
951 Calle Negocio D
San Clemente, CA 92673

Forester Ranch
915 Calle Amanecer, C
San Clemente, CA 92673

Canyon Hills Library
400 Scout Trail
Anaheim Hills, CA 92807

Santa Ana Library

26 Civic Center Plaza

Santa Ana, CA 92701

Garden Grove Regional Library
11200 Stanford Avenue

Garden Grove, CA 92840

El Toro Library
24672 Raymond Way
Lake Forest, CA 92630
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Laguna Woods Library Laguna Beach Library
24264 El Toro Road 363 Glenneyre Street
Laguna Woods, CA 92653 Laguna Beach, CA 92651
Dana Point Library San Clemente Library
33841 Niguel Road 242 Avenida Del Mar
Dana Point, CA 92629 San Clemente, CA 92672
Irvine Heritage Library Orange Library
14361 Yale Avenue 101 N. Center Street
Irvine, CA 92604 Orange, CA 92866
Anaheim Central Library Yorba Linda Library
500 West Broadway 18181 Imperial Highway
Anaheim, CA 92805 Yorba Linda, CA 92886
Foothill Ranch Library Tustin Library
27002 Cabriole Way 345 E. Main Street
Foothill Ranch, CA 92610 Tustin, CA 92780
Ladera Ranch Library Jack Langson Library
29551 Sienna Parkway University of California, Irvine
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 P.O. Box 19557, Bldg. 102

Irvine, CA 92623-9557
Rancho Santa Margarita Library
30902 La Promesa
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688

A-7
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY n. i 1 nci
ADMINIS TRATICN w Transportation Corridor Agencies

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/
SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIS/SEIR) FOR THE
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (SOCTIIP) AND PUBLIC HEARING

What’s Being Planned?

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA), in cooperation with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans),
have prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/SEIR) for the South Orange County Transportation Infrastructure Improvement
Project (SOCTIIP) (also referred to as the Foothill Transportation Corridor — South (FTC-S)),
which involves locating, constructing and operating transportation improvements in southern
Orange County as shown on the Figure 1. Alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIS/SEIR for the
proposed project are depicted on the map included with this Notice. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Army Corps of Engineers and Marine Corps
Base Camp Pendleton (as a cooperating agency) have also participated in development of the

- SOCTIIP EIS/SEIR, as part of an interagency coordination and integration group. The SOCTIIP
alternatives includes; six alternatives to extend the existing Foothill Transportation Corridor
(State Route (SR) 241 from Oso Parkway to I-5 near the Orange County/San Diego County
boundary, or to an intermediate point at an intersecting arterial road; one alternative to improve
existing and master planned arterial highways; and an alternative to widen I-5 from the County
boundary north to the interchange with I-405. No preferred alternative has been identified in the
Draft EIS/SEIR.

The corridor or toll road alternatives would extend existing SR 241 south to the I-5 or an
intermediate point, with four to eight lanes, on alignments from nine to 16 miles long. Each of
the corridor alternatives has two phases, an Initial phase and an Ultimate phase. The Initial
phase of each Alternative would provide four lanes on the extension of SR 241; the Ultimate
phase of each Alternative would provide six to eight lanes on the extension of SR 241. The
Initial phase would be constructed first, the Ultimate phase, with more travel lanes, is not
anticipated to be needed, based on forecasted traffic demand, until after the year 2025.
Construction would take from 30 to 42 months, depending on the alternative. The TCA
anticipates seeking permits and will build only the Initial phase of a corridor. After the year
2025, implementation of the Ultimate phase would depend on the traffic need at that time.



The Arterial Improvements Only (AIO) Alternative would improve Antonio Parkway/Avenida
La Pata from Oso Parkway to Avenida Pico, to beyond its Master Plan of Arterial Highways
(MPAH) designation, providing one or two additional lanes in each direction. This Alternative
would take approximately 30 months to construct. No agency has been identified for
implementation of the AIO Alternative.

The I-5 Widening Alternative would provide additional general purpose, auxiliary and high
occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes on the I-5 from approximately 1-405 south to the County
boundary in south San Clemente. This Alternative would take approximately 42 months to
construct. No agency has been identified for the implementation of the I-5 Alternative.

In addition to the build alternatives, two No Action Alternatives, which assume different
background land use levels, were also analyzed and are documented in the Draft EIS/SEIR.

Why This Advertisement?

The FHWA, Caltrans and the TCA have studied the effects of the proposed SOCTIIP build and
No Action Alternatives on the environment. Studies show that some or all of the SOCTIIP build
and/or No Action Alternatives could impact the quality of the environment. Environmental
impacts as defined by the National Environmental Policy Act and the California Environmental
Quality Act have been extensively studied for the following resources under the SOCTIIP build
and/or No Action Alternatives: Waters of the United States, including wetlands; wildlife,
fisheries and vegetation; threatened and endangered plant and wildlife species; water quality;
Coastal Zone; socioeconomics; traffic and circulation; short and long term air quality; noise;
military uses; visual resources; land use; recreation and Section 4(f) resources; floodplains and
sedimentation; hazardous materials and waste sites; energy; earth resources; mineral resources;
public services and utilities; paleontological, archeological and historic resources; farmland;
pedestrian and bicycle facilities; growth inducing; and cumulative impacts. Proposed mitigation
measures/commitments and project design features included in the SOCTIIP Alternatives and
documented in the Draft EIS/SEIR would avoid, minimize or compensate many of these impacts.
This notice is to inform the public of the preparation and availability of the Draft EIS/SEIR.
This notice also provides notification that a public hearing will be held, pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §
128 to present details of the proposed project and the potential environmental impacts, and to
provide all interested parties the opportunity to make verbal or written comments on the
proposed project and the environmental analysis.

What’s Available?
The Draft EIS/SEIR is available for viewing at the following locations:
Transportation Corridor Agencies Main Lobby

125 Pacifica
Irvine, California 92618



Phone: (949) 754-3444
Hours: 8:00 to 4:00, Monday through Friday

San Clemente Information Center

209 Avenida del Mar, Suite 102

San Clemente, California 92672

Phone: (949) 366-4941

Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Tuesday through Friday and 10 AM to 4 PM, Saturday.

Caltrans District 12
3331 Michelson Drive, Suite 300
Irvine, CA 92612
Hours: 9AM to 3 PM, Monday through Friday.
The Draft EIS/SEIR can be viewed on the Internet at the following website:

www.thetollroads.com

In addition, copies of the Draft EIS/SEIR are available for review at the libraries shown on the
last page of this notice. A copy of the Draft EIS/SEIR on Compact Disc (CD) may be obtained
by contacting the Transportation Corridor Agencies SOCTIIP Information Desk at (949) 754-
3444,

Where You Come In

Your comments on the project and the Draft EIS/SEIR are welcome. Have the potential
environmental impacts of the SOCTIIP alternatives been addressed in the Draft EIS/SEIR? Do
you have additional information that should be included in the Draft EIS/SEIR? Your comments
on the Draft EIS/SEIR will be part of the public record. If you wish to comment on the Draft
EIS/SEIR, you may submit comments through the TCA website @ www.thetollroads.com or you
may submit written comments to:

Transportation Corridor Agencies

Ms. Macie Cleary-Milan, Deputy Director
Environmental Planning

125 Pacifica

Irvine, CA 92618-3304

Comments on the Draft EIS/SEIR will be accepted through the review period, starting on May 7,
2004 until 5:00 PM on July 7, 2004. Under California law, persons challenging the project in
state court may be limited to raising only those issues raised by such persons or raised by others
at the hearing described herein, or in written correspondence delivered to the TCA at, or prior to,
July 7, 2004.



When and Where

The public hearing has been scheduled for public information purposes and for interested parties
to provide verbal and/or written comments on the project and the Draft EIS/SEIR.
Representatives of federal agencies will be in attendance. At this meeting, exhibits describing
the project and the environmental process, and copies of the Draft EIS/SEIR will be available for
review. Verbal comments provided by attendees, will be recorded by a court reporter.

Date: Saturday, June 19, 2004
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Location: Tesoro High School
1 Tesoro Creek Road
Rancho Santa Margarita

For persons using public transportation, a shuttle service will be provided from Saddleback
College to Tesoro High School. OCTA provides bus service to Saddleback College in Mission
Viejo via OCTA Route(s) 85, 91, 191/191A. The shuttle service will operate between the hours
of 10:00 am. and 6:00 p.m. and will pick-up/drop-off passengers, every hour, near the
intersection of Marguerite and College in Mission Viejo (at bus stop for Route(s) 85, 91,
191/191A). For OCTA route schedule and information visit www.octa.net.

Contact
For more information about this Draft EIS/SEIR, you may contact:

SOCTIP Information Desk
Environmental Planning
Transportation Corridor Agencies
Phone: (949) 754-3444

Mr. Maiser Khaled

Director, Project Development and Environment
Federal Highway Administration-California Division
Phone: (916) 498-5020
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LOCATIONS WHERE THE SOCTIIP DRAFT EIS/SEIR WILL BE AVAILABLE

FOR PUBLIC REVIEW

Aliso Viejo Library Ladera Ranch Library Orange County Public Library Headquarters
1 Journey 29551 Sienna Parkway 1501 E. St. Andrew Place
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 Ladera Ranch, CA 92694 Santa Ana, CA 92705
949-360-1730 949-234-5940 714-566-3000
Mon-Thurs 9:00 - -9:00 Mon-Thurs 10:00-8:00 Mon-Friday 8-5
Fri 9:00 —6:00, Sat: 12:00 — 5:00 Sat 10:00-5:00
Anaheim Central Library Laguna Beach Library Rancho Santa Margarita Library
500 West Broadway 363 Glenneyre Street 30902 La Promesa
Anaheim, CA 92805 Laguna Beach, CA 92651 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688
714-765-1880 949-497-1733 949-459-6094
Mon-Fri 9:00-9:00, Sat 9:00-6:00 Mon-Wed 10:00-8:00 Mon-Thurs 10:00-9:00

Thurs 10:00-6:00, Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00 Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00
Canyon Hills Library Laguna Hills Technology Library San Clemente Library
400 Scout Trail 25555 Alicia Parkway 242 Avenida Del Mar
Anaheim Hills, CA 92807 Laguna Hills, CA 92653 San Clemente, CA 92672
714-974-7630 949-707-2699 949-492-3493

Mon-Thurs 10:00 -9:00
Fri 10:00-6:00, Sat 10:00-5:00

Mon—Thurs 9-10:00 - -9:00
Fri & Sat: 10::00 - 5:00

Mon-Thurs 10:00 -9:00
Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00

Costa Mesa Library Laguna Niguel Library San Juan Capistrano Regional Library
1855 Park Avenue 30341 Crown Valley Parkway 31495 El Camino Real

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
949-646-8845 949-249-5252 949-493-1752

Mon-Thurs: 10:00 - 9:00 Mon-Thurs 10:00-9:00 Mon-Thurs 10:00-8:00

Fri & Sat: 10:00-5:00, Sun: 12:00 — 5:00 Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00 Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00
Dana Point Library Laguna Woods Library Santa Ana Library

33841 Niguel Road 24264 El Toro Road 26 Civic Center Plaza

Dana Point, CA 92629 Laguna Woods, CA 92653 Santa Ana, CA 92701
949-496-5517 949-639-0500 714-647-5250

Mon-Wed 10:00-9:00 Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00 Mon-Thurs 10:00-8:00

Thurs 10:00-6:00 Sat 10:00-6:00

Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00

El Toro Library Mission Viejo Library Tustin Library

24672 Raymond Way 100 Civic Center 345 E. Main Street

Lake Forest, CA 92630 Mission Viejo, CA 92691 Tustin, CA 92780
949-855-8173 949-830-7100 714-544-7725

Mon-Thurs 10:00-9:00
Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00

Mon-Thurs 10:00-9:00
Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00

Mon-Thurs 10:00 -9:00
Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00

Foothill Ranch Library Newport Beach Central Library UCI Langson Library, Bldg. 102
27002 Cabriole Way 1000 Avocado Avenue University of California, Irvine
Foothill Ranch, CA 92610 Newport Beach, CA 92660 Irvine, CA 92697
949-855-8072 949-717-3800 (949) 824-6836
Mon-Thur 10:00-8:00 Mon-Thurs 9:00-9:00 Mon-Thurs 7:30-11:00
Sat 10:00-5:00 Fri & Sat 9:00-6:00, Sun 12::00-5:00 Fri 7:30-9:00
Sat 10:00-9:00, Sun 10:00-11:00
Garden Grove Regional Library Oceanside Library Yorba Linda Library
11200 Stanford Avenue 330 North Coast Highway 18181 Imperial Highway
Garden Grove, CA 92840 Oceanside, CA 92054 Yorba Linda, CA 92886
714-530-0711 760-435-5600 714-777-2873
Mon-Thurs 10:00-9:00 Mon-Wed 10:00-8:00 Mon-Thurs 9:00-9:00
Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00 Thurs-Sat 10:00-5:30 Fri & Sat 9:00-5:00
Irvine Heritage Library Orange Library
14361 Yale Avenue 101 N. Center Street
Irvine, CA 92604 Orange, CA 92866
949-936-4040 714-288-2400
Mon-Thurs 10:00 -9:00 Mon-Wed 10:00-9:00

Fri & Sat 10:00-5:00, Sun 12:00-5:00

Thurs-Sat 10:00-6:00




) Form'.A

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P. O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
(916) 445-0613 state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov

Project Title:

scH # 2001061046

South Orange County Transportation Iinprovement Project

Lead Agency: Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor mmmz Macie Cleary-Milan

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 53770

phone:  (949) 754-3400

City: Irvine

County: Orange

Project Location:
County:  Orange

City/Nearest Community: S

Soutlnm Oranee County to Northern
an Diego County

Cross Streets: N/a ZipCode: N/a Tol Acres: N/a
Assessor's ParcelNo.  N/a Section: N/a Twp. N/a Range: N/a Basc: N/a
Within 2 Miles:  StatcHwy#: 5, 74 Waterways: N/a
Aipors:  N/a Railways: tnge Schools Various
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Project issues Discussed in Document:
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¥ Economic/Jobs K} Public Services/Facilities - XX Traffic/Circulation K Cumulative Effects
B Fiscal K} Recreation/Parks XX Vegetation Capacity O Other

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:

Various

Locate, construct, and operate transportation improvements in southern Orange County and

northern San Diego County.

The Alternatives include corridor alternatives to extend

existing State Route 241 from Oso Parkway (KP 23.15 (MP 14.38) “to Interstatdouey 2004
5 in south Orange County and northern San Diego County, and Alternatives to improye
existing and master planned arterial highways and to widen widen I-5 from the County
boundary KP 34.27 (MP 21.30) to the interchange with I-405 (KP 116.29 (MP 72.28).
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San Joaquin Hifls Foothifi/Eastern

Corridor Agency Corridor Agency
Chairwoman: A C‘h‘airmon_'_
Logona Nigoer TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR AGENCIES petor Herzag
L
May 24, 2004
To: Interested Parties
Subject: Extension of Public Review Period for South Orange County

Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP) Draft

Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/SEIR)

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) in cooperation with the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) has extended the public review period for the South Orange
County Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP) Draft
Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Report (EIS/SEIR).

The public review period has been extended an additional 30 days for a total review
period of 90 days. The TCA will accept comments on the Draft EIS/SEIR until
Friday August 6, 2004.

If you have any questions, please contact Maria Levario of my staff at (949) 754-3482.

Sincerely,

Macie Cleary-Mx%

Deputy Director, Environmental and Planning

Walter D. Kreutzen, Chief Executive Officer

125 PACIFICA, SUITE 100). IRVINE CA 82618-3304 ¢ PO. BOX 53770, IRVINE CA 82619-3770 » 949,/754-3400 FAX 9439,/754-3467
www.thetoliroads.com
Members: Aliso Viejo » Anaheim » Costa Mesa = County of Orange » Dana Point ¢ Irvine « Laguna Hills < Laguna Niguel » Laguna Woocts = Lake Forest
Mission Vigjo « Newport Beach « Orange = Rancho Santa Margarita » Santa Ana » San Clemente « San Juan Capistrano » Tustin = Yorba Linda
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San Joaquin Hills Foothill/Eastern

Corridor Agency Corridor Agency
Chgirwoman; S Chairman:
Lo My TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR AGENCIES P fier0g
S
May 7, 2004
Orange County Public Library:

The Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA) is sending you this letter notifying you that the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (EIS/SEIR)
document for the South Orange County Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project
(SOCTIIP) is being distributed to your library for use as a public information document in the
government references section of the library. The Draft EIS/SIER is being distributed to local
libraries in the SOCTIIP Study Area within the Orange County Public Library System. These
documents provide information regarding the analysis and study of roadway alignments to
improve transportation within southern Orange County.

We believe these documents will generate much attention; therefore, we request that you make
the document available for public review during the 60-day review period. The public review
period for the environmental document begins on May 7, 2004 and ends on July 7, 2004.

TCA staff has coordinated the distribution of this document with Renee Welling of the Orange
County Public Library Headquarters Office (Santa Ana). If you have any questions on the
enclosed information please contact Renee Welling at (714) 566-3000.

Sincerely,
nace (g -7tin
Macie Cleary-Milan

Deputy Director, Environmental and Planning

Cc: Renee Welling
Orange County Public Library Headquarters Office

Enclosure: SOCTIIP Screencheck EIS/SEIR and Appendices

Walter D. Kreutzen, Chief Executive Officer

125 PACIFICA, SUITE 100, IRVINE CA 92618-3304 PO. BOX 53770, IRVINE CA 82619-3770 » 8489,/754-3400 FAX 949,/754-3467
’ www.thetoliroads.com
Members: Aliso Viejo = Anaheim » Costa Mesa » County of Orange * Dana Point » Irvine » Laguna Hills = Loguna Niguel * Loguna Woods » Lake Forest
Mission Viejo » Newport Beach « Orange » Rancho Santa Margarita « Santa Ana » San Clemente » San Juan Capistrano + Tustin = Yorba Linda
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San Joaquin Hills Foothill/Eastern

Corridor Agency Corridor Agency
Chairwoman: - Chairman:

i indholm Peter Herzo
Lo Moo TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR AGENCIES porer Herzeg
L |

May 11, 2004
Dear Interested Party:

Please find the enclosed compact disk (CD) which contains the missing Section 5.0
Cumulative Impacts tables for the Southern Orange County Transportation Infrastructure
Improvement Project (SOCTIIP) Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent
Environmental Impact Report (EIS/SEIR).

We apologize for any inconvenience. If you have any questions, please contact Maria
Levario at (949) 754-3482.

Sincerely,
Macie Cleary-Milan
Deputy Director, Environmental and Planning

Enclosure: SOCTIIP Draft EIS/SIER Section 5.0 Tables (compact disk)

Walter D. Kreutzen, Chief Executive Officer

125 PACIFICA, SUITE 100, IRVINE CA 92618-3304 « PO. BOX 53770, IRVINE CA 892613-3770 » 949/754-3400 FAX 8489,/754-3467
www.thetoliroads.com
Members: Aliso Viejo » Anaheim » Costa Mesa » County of Orange * Dana Point » Irvine » Laguna Hills = Laguna Niguel = Laguna Woods » Lake Forest
Mission Viejo « Newport Beach » Oiange » Rancho Santa Margarita » Santa Ana » San Clemente « San Juon Capistrano « Tustin = Yorba Linda



San Joaquin Hills Foothill/Eastern

Coriidor Agency ‘ & Corricdlor Agency

Chqirworpan: T e Chairman:
el TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR AGENCIES [t erz0g
L e
May 7, 2004
Dear Interested Party:

You will shortly be receiving a compact disk (CD) set of the Southern Orange County
Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP) Draft Environmental
Impact Statement/Subsequent Environmental Impact Report and Appendices (EIS/SEIR).
In Section 5.0 Cumulative Impacts of the Draft EIS/SEIR Tables 5.3-1 through 5.3-15
and Table 5.4-1 are inadvertently missing from CD number 1. A revised CD with this
information will be provided to you early next week. However, this information will be
posted on the website by Monday, May 10, 2004.

We apologize for any inconvenience. If you have any questions, please contact Maria
Levario of my staff at (949) 754-3482.

Sincerely,

Macie Cleary-Milan
Deputy Director, Environmental and Planning

Woltter D. Kreutzen, Chief Executive Officer

125 PACIFICA, SUITE 100, IRVINE CA 92618-3304 » RO. BOX 53770, IRVINE CA 92619-3770 948,/754-3400 FAX 948,/754-3467
www.thetollroads.com
Members: Aliso Viejo » Anaheim « Costa Mesa » County of Orange » Dana Point » Irvine » Laguna Hills » Loguna Niguel » Laguna Woods » Lake Forest
Mission Viejo * Newport Beach « Orange * Rancho Santa Margarita » Santa Ana » San Clemente » San Juan Capistrano « Tustin = Yorba Lindo
o



San Joaquin Hills Foothill/Eastern
Corridor Agency Corricior Agency
Chgirworpan: i Chairman:
Linda Lndholm TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR AGENCIES oo Forest”
Date: May 7, 2004
To: Interested Parties
Subject: South Orange County Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project

(SOCTIIP) Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent
Environmental Impact Report (EIS/SEIR)

The Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) in cooperation with the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) has prepared the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement/Subsequent Environmental Report (EIS/SEIR) to anmalyze proposed
transportation improvements in southern Orange County and northern San Diego County.
The proposed transportation improvements, referred to as the South Orange County
Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP), include the analysis of six
toll road corridor extension alternatives, an arterial roadway improvement alternative, a
widening of Interstate 5 alternative and two No Project alternatives. These alternatives
are described in detail in the Draft EIS/SEIR that is being provided for your review and
comment.

We welcome any input you may have regarding the SOCTIIP alternatives and the various
environmental resource areas that may be affected. In accordance with Federal and state
requirements, a 60-day public review period is being provided and your comments will
need to be submitted to this office by July 7, 2004. For additional information, please
call me at (949) 754-3483 or Maria Levario at (949) 754-3482.

Sincerely, |

Macie Cleary-Milan
Deputy Director, Environmental and Planning

Wolter D. Kreutzen, Chief Executive Officer

125 PACIFICA, SUITE 100, IRVINE CA 82618-3304  PO. BOX 53770, IRVINE CA 82619-3770 » 949,/754-3400 FAX 949,/754-3467
. www.thetollroads.com :
Members: Aliso Viejo « Anaheim ¢ Costa Mesa » County of Orange = Dana Point » Irvine « Laguna Hills * Laguna Niguel « Laguna Woods ¢ Lake Forest
Mission Viejo « Newport Beach « Orange » Rancho Santa Morgarita « Santa Ana * San Clemente « San Juan Capistrano » Tustin = Yorba Linda
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
County of Orange

I'am a citizen of the United States and a resident
of the County aforesaid; I am over the age of
eighteen years, and not a party to or interested
in the above entitled matter. I am the principal
clerk of The Orange County Register , a
newspaper of general circulation , published in
the city of Santa Ana, County of Orange, and
which newspaper has been adjudged to be a
newspaper of general circulation by the Superior
Court of the County of Orange , State of
California, under the date of November 19,
1905, Case No. A-21046, that the notice, of
which the ann‘exed is a true printed copy, has
been published in each regular and entire issue of
said newspaper and not in any supplement
thereof on the following dates, to wit:

San Clemente Sun Post Post June 17, 2004

“I certify (or declare) under the penalty of
perjury under the laws of the State of California
that the foregoing is true and correct”:
Executed at Santa Ana, Orange County,
California, on -

Date / June 2;3/2005\ f

Z o) /%é/m%ﬂ—-

“Signature

The Orange County Register
625 N. Grand Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 796-7000 ext. 3002

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

This space is for the County Clerk’s Filing Stamp

Transportation Corridor Agency 6 column by 10.5™

¢

Proof of Publication of

Paste Clipping of
. Notice
' SECURELY
In This Space



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR SOU” H
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEN

What's Bemg Planned?

" The FoothleEastern ‘Transportation Corndor Agencles (TCA), in coopéfition with the

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the California Department of Transportatio

(Caltrans), invites you to a public hearing on the South Orange County Transportatior

Infrastructure Improvement Project (SOCTIIP) also referred to as the Foothill Transportation
Corridor - South (FTC-S) and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Subsequent

Envuonmental Impact Report (EIS/SEIR).

A public hearing has been scheduled for public information purposes and for interested
parties to provide verbal and/or written comments on the project and the Draft EIS/SEIR.
pursuant to 23 U.S.C. § 128. Representatives of federal agencies. will be in attendance
Verbal comments provided by attendees will be accepted throughout the day and will be

- recorded by a court reporter.

Date: Saturday, June 19, 2004
Time: ° 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (doors open at 10:00 a.m.)

Location: Tesoro High School
1 Tesoro Creek Road
Las Flores

7

-For persons using public transportation, a shuttle service will be provided from Saddieback
College to Tesoro High School. OCTA provides bus service to Saddleback College bus stop
in Mission Viejo via-OCTA Route(s) 85, 91, 191/191A. The shuttle service will operate
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and will pick-up/drop-off passengers, every %
hour, near the intersection of Marguerite and ege in Mission Vicjo (at bus stop for
Route(s) 85, 91, 191/191A). For OCTA route schedule and information visit www.octa.net or
call (714) 636-RIDE (7433). .

. Public Hearing Format
. The public hearing will be held as an "open-forum" hearing and project representatlves will be

available to discuss the project throughout the meeting. The public hearing will be moderated
and brief presentations will occur at approximately 10:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., followed by
public testimony, which will be recorded by a court reporter. A second public testimony area .
with a court reporter will be available for public input. All public comments received will
become part of the public record, and each comment will be considered in accordance with

‘state and federal law. Informational displays and exhibits describing the pro_)ect ‘and the

énvironmental process, and copies of the Draft EIS/SEIR will be available for review.
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ORANGE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION .

[ENT PROJECT (SOCTIIP)

Alternatives Considered / Impacts

The environmental document analyzes the impacts of the six alternatives to extend the é;f‘sting
Foothill Transportation Corridor State Route (SR) 241 from Oso Parkway to I-5 near the

‘Orange County/San Diego County boundary, or to an intermediate point at an intersecting

. arterial road; one alternative to improve existing and master planned arterial highways; and an
alternative to widen I-5 from the County boundary north to the interchange with 1-405. No

preferred alternative has been identified.

The full range of environmental topics and impacts

are analyzed in the Draft EIS/SEIR.

Topics evaluated in the environmental document include: Land Use, Farmland,
Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice, Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities, Noise, Air

Quality, Floodplains,
Waterways, and Hydrologic
Systems, Water Quality, '
. Wetlands and Waters of the ¥
U.S., Wildlife, Fisheries,

X

and Vegetation, Threatened 7

and Endangered Species,
- Wild and Scenic Rivers,
Coastal Barriers, Coastal
Zone, Historic and !
Archeological Resources, :
Hazardous Materials and
Hazardous Waste Sites,
Visual Resources, Energy,
Earth Resources, Military
Uses and Camp Pendleton,
Mineral Resources,
Paleontological Resources,
Public  Sérvices and
Utilities, Recreation
. Resources, Cumulative
Impacts and Growth
Inducing Impacts. All build
alternatives will have some
" impact on wetlands. Two
. build alternatives’ will
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&
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impact historic properties.

Draft Map of EIS/SEIR Project Alternatives

EIS/SEIR Review Period and Contact -

The comment period for the Draft EIS/SEIR ends on August 6, 2004. Comments (in writing
or by e-mail) will be accepted after the hearing until August 6, 2004. If you wish to comment
on ‘the Draft EIS/SEIR, you may submit comments through the TCA website at
www.thetollroads.com or you may submit written comments to:

A

Transportation Corridor Agencies

Ms. Macie Cleary-Milan, Deputy Director
Environmental Planning '
125 Pacifica-

Irvine, CA 92618-3304

The Draft EIS/SEIR is avaﬂable for review at the TCA, Caltrans and several libraries. CD.'s'

N

are available for purchase. See the TCA web site @ www.thetollroads.com for details on

where you can view the document before or after the
'about‘ this public hearing you may contact: :

SOCTIIP Information Desk
Environmental Planning

Transportation Corridor Agencies
Phone: (949) 754-3444

public hearing. For more information

Ly ' 'a{_;:
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PARTONE

SOCTIIP PUBLIC HEARING

June 16, 2004
10:49 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tesoro High School, Rancho Santa Margarita, california

PART ONE: TRANSCRIPT OF PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS

Reported by:
SUZANNE STRINGFELLOW, CSR No. 5652
CARMEN HUNTER, CSR No. 12048

JoB No. 23032A

Page 1
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PARTONE

SOCTIIP PUBLIC HEARING

PART ONE: TRANSCRIPT OF PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS

taken at 1 Tesoro Creek Road, Rancho Santa Margarita,
california, beginning at 10:49 a.m. and

ending at 6:00 p.m., on Saturday, June 19,

2004, before SUZANNE STRINGFELLOW, Certified
Shorthand Reporter No. 5652, and before

CARMEN HUNTER, Certified shorthand Reporter

No. 12048.

Page 2



PARTONE

APPEARANCES:

Local Representatives:

J.

MICHAEL HARTY, J.D.,

Moderator

MACIE CLEARY-MILAN, TCA Deputy Director

PAUL BOPP, Project Manager

TAY DAM, FHWA

SMITA DESHPANDE, Caltrans,

LISA RAMSEY, cCaltrans

Public Comment Session Speakers:

EDDIE ROSE

ALAN REMINGTON
BOB BUNYAN
MARNI MAGDA
LAURA CURRAN
JEFF SMITH
LARRY PORTER
LAURA COHEN
GEORGE KOBERN
KIA MORTAZAVI
PAUL CARLTON
CARA HOROWITZ
RICHARD WATSON
DEBBY KOKEN
PETE van NUYS
DANNI MEYERSON
GARY MEREDITH
JULIA DEWEES
LYNNETTE ADOLPHSON
JOHN VANETTEN
BRIAN WOODWARD
KURT STANLEY
WAYNE EGGLESTON
RICHARD GARDNER
STEVE PEZMAN
CHRIS EVANS
MARK MASSADA
STEVE NETHERBY
ANNE M. MORRIGAN
MARILY ANDERSON
BARRY HALSTEAD
ELOISE R. BODIFORD
STEVE BURGESS
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42)
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46)
47)
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53)
54)
55)
56)
57)
58)
59)
60)
61)
62)
63)
64)
65)
66)

PETER BONGE

BRIAN KATZ

SHEILA KESSLER
CHARLES LAWSON
MIKE GUANDY
MARGARET WHITELAW
ALEXA WHITELAW
MACKENZIE WHITELAW
SARA FELDMAN
JANET BIERNEY
MICHAEL BRANTLEY
ROBERT FRASER
MARGARET MCCLEAN
CELIA KUTCHER
LINDA HOMSCHEID
RUSSELL SEDA
VALERIE JOHNSON
GREG SUMTER

ART NAVARRO

BOB SCHRAEDER
SUSAN WITHROW
MARY AILEEN MATHEIS
GAIL HERSON

HON YOW

GREG HEFTER

ARLIS CHILDS
KELSEY MCDUFFEE
JOHN STAFF

BOB MCDERMOTT
MIMI WALTERS
MARION NANCY KNIPE
ANDREW MIKESELL
REED ROYALTY
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PARTONE

APPEARANCES (Continued):

Public Comment Session Speakers:

67) JERRY COLLAMER
68) GIL CHASIN

69) THURMAN BLIZZARD
70) DANIEL SPARKS
71) DENNIS SAYLOR
72) WALTER STRINGFELLOW
73) LISA KERR

74) RICHARD METCALF
75) EHSAN TAVASSOLI
76) GEORGE HALE

77) LINDA HALE

Page 4
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PARTONE

Rancho Santa Margarita, California
Saturday, June 19, 2004
10:49 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

J. MICHAEL HARTY: A1l right. I will move
through this as quickly as I can. Here's the way
today is planned. 1It's really planned primarily to
give you the opportunity both to get the
information that you need and also to provide an
opportunity for you to have a public discussion and
provide your input that will become part of the
public record and then part of the decision-making
process around this project.

I've been asked to tell you to make it very
clear that, while there is a draft document out, no
preferred alternative has been identified in the
draft document; that there has not been -- I will
say it again -- the preferred alternative among the
eight that are in the draft identified as the
preferred. That decision will only be made after
we review the entire public record and the 1input
and the comments that you provide today, and in
other ways during the public comment process you
will become part of that public record.

I've been asked to also explain a little bit

Page 5
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PARTONE

of the mechanics here. So here's how this is going
to work when we get to the public comment session.
Right up here you see some people who are lining up
because they would 1ike to speak in this room.
pon't rush to line up yet, there is going to be
plenty of time to speak.

There are court reporters here who are going
to capture the public comments that you provide, if
you choose to speak today into a microphone in this
room. The people in the room will also hear you
speak, so you're not just going to be heard by the
court reporters.

We are asking that you limit your comments
to the most important information you have up to
five minutes, but some of your comrades have asked
that if it doesn't happen in five minutes, that
will leave more time for other people to speak and
Tess of a waiting time.

So this is the first place, if you would
1ike to speak in this room, that you can come, you
can sign up the notebook. The people who are
sitting in the chairs are waiting because we didn't
want everyone to have to stand in Tine, and we are
just going to give everyone who wants to an

opportunity to speak in this room.

Page 6
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PARTONE

There are two sessions today. This session
will run until about 1:30 or 2:00 so we can get
everyone who is here who wants to speak. we'll
have a short break, so that I can have a drink of
water or something, and then we will have a second
session that's going to be identical to this one,
although hopefully not identical speakers, this
afternoon and we will go at least until 6:00. we
will go as long as we need to to get your input.

The other opportunity you have to give oral
comments today is to another court reporter who is
not in this room because I know that sometimes
people don't feel comfortable standing up in front
of a Targe group and speaking. There's a court
reporter back that way around the corner and
there's a sign up that says "Court Reporter." Some
of you may already have given comments to her and,
again, those comments are being treated equally as
the comments that you may choose to make in this
room. So those are the two opportunities to give
oral comments today.

Other opportunities. You can fill out one
of these comment cards. I know that some of you
have filled out your own comment cards. There's a

box back there at the general information table,

Page 7
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PARTONE

and you can drop those in. where the gentleman has
the box up there and he's waiving, you can put your
comments in there. They may lead to the public
record exactly as any oral comments.

In addition, you can write letters and you
can spend as many hours as you like on your Tetter,
you're not limited to five minutes. And you can
also submit comments by e-mail. Those comments
need to be submitted to the TCA by August 6th.

That would be the end of the 90-day comment period
on the draft environmental document. So those are
all of the ways that I'm aware of that you can
provide your input to this process.

1f you need to know about the bathrooms; the
bathrooms are back there around the corner. I
don't want to take too much time here because I
know people are waiting to speak. Wwe have a
20-minute presentation with some slides and I need
to introduce some people, but I do want to make
sure you know how the meeting is generally going to
operate.

we have a Spanish language interpreter, if
anyone would prefer to provide comments in Spanish,
I can put you together with Terry Flores and a

court reporter and you can provide comments in that

Page 8
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PARTONE

language, if that is what you'd 1like to do.

Meeting, how are we going to do this thing.
There is no secret that there is a range of views
about this proposed project and I want to say that
I respect the time and energy that all of you have
committed to coming out here today, as well as the
other time and resources you've committed to
working on this matter, whatever your views. It's
going to take cooperation and assistance from all
of you here today to allow everybody in this room
to offer their views, whatever they are.

The way I approach this meeting is
everyone's views are equally entitled to be
presented and they are equally valuable, and that
means we have all got to cooperate and make this
session work so that everyoneé has the same
opportunity. SO I'm going to be counting on you to
help me do that.

My basic role, as soon as we get into the
comment session, is to operate the process of
letting me speak. There is going to be a time
we're up here and I will explain it when we have
our first speaker, rather than going through all of
that now, but it's just a series of lights, we are

not going to cut off the microphone or anything,
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it's just to let you know when you're getting close
to five minutes.

The other thing that I wanted to let you
know. If you just came into this room and didn't
have a chance to walk around, there are a number of
stations that are devoted to the various components
of the draft environmental analysis document.

There are people manning those stations and their
job today is to answer your questions.

We are not going to have a panel of people
sitting up in the front of this room answering
questions from you. what we have set up is these
stations where you can go informally and talk to
someone as long as you want, someone that knows the
subject and can explain to you what's in the
document and how the document was assembled. so
traffic, water quality, socioeconomics, and all of
the other components are different stations and
they are available to you today as well.

Okay. So what I want to do right now is
introduce some of the people who are here today
also serving as a resource. I'm going to start
with Macie Cleary-Milan. Macie is over there,
would you waive, please. Macie is the deputy

director of TCA and she is going to give you a
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20-minute presentation after which we're going to
open this up to comments.

Paul Bopp is standing next to her and he is
the project manager.

Is that right, Paul, for this project?

Tay Dam is here from FHWA. Smita Deshpande
is here from caltrans. And Lisa Ramsey is here
from caltrans.

A1l of these are the primary agencies
involved in this project.

So without further comment from me, I'm
going to turn this over to Macie for about a
20-minute presentation.

MS. CLEARY-MILAN: welcome. Again, my name
is Macie Cleary-Milan, executive director of
environmental planning, and I'm going to be giving
you a brief overview of the South Orange County
Transportation Infrastructure Improvement Project,
also known as Foothill-South, the project made by
Mel Brockman [audience interruption]. we've got
people who can't hear? okay, I will speak louder.
If you can't hear me, then we'll stop and see if we
can get the speakers louder.

The 241 has been on the National Plan of

Arterial Highways, which is the county's plan for
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transportation since 1991. The TCA was formed in
1986 and was responsible for permitting, dividing,
financing, building, operating Orange County's
67-mile toll way facility, of which 51 miles is
currently operating.

The Foothill-Eastern board and the San
Joaquin board are the governing bodies of the
agency and they are made up of city representatives
and the County of orange. The corridor alternative
has been included in all of the regional
transportation and air quality plans.

The purpose and need was approved by the
federal resource agencies that we have been working
with, and the purpose and need was to relieve the
I-5 congestion and local arterial road congestion,
accommodate access and goods movement and reduce
congestion and delay on freeway systems as much as
feasible and cost effective.

This slide represents the traffic that we
are currently experiencing in 2001, which is the
year that the environmental document was done, and
the weekday numbers were 126,000 on the I-5 in the
san Clemente area, and the weekends about 161,000.
In 2025, those numbers will go up, 201,000 and
241,000.
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This represents close to what you're seeing
out at the 91 at the Orange County/Riverside line.
The purpose of this environmental document that we
put out, the Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
is necessary for the federal environmental
regulations, and the draft subsequent environmental
impact report is for the california regulations.

The purpose is to scientifically evaluate
the potential environmental impact and to inform
and disclose those impacts to the public and the
decision-makers; and additionally, to identify ways
to mitigate and reduce impacts and identify
feasible mitigation.

This slide represents the 19 technical areas
that are in the environmental document. The
federal resource agencies that we have been working
with on this project include the Federal Highway
Administration, the EPA, U.S. Fish and wildlife,
the Army Corps of Engineers, caltrans and as well
Camp Pendleton has been participating.

The collaborative has been meeting regularly
since 1999 to determine the alternatives for
analysis to develop the technical scopes of work.
They also reviewed the technical work, then

reviewed a predraft environmental document.
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Now, Paul Bopp will go over the
alternatives.

PAUL BOPP: Good morning. My name is Paul
Bopp. Within the environmental document there are
eight build alternatives, there are six corridor
alternatives that the TCA would be responsible for,
and two noncorridor alternatives in which others
would be responsible for the construction.

There are also evaluated in the document two
no-action alternatives. The two no-action
alternatives are in there and they assume different
land uses for each one of the particular specific
land -- no actions. And as Mike Harty mentioned
before, there is no preferred alternative listed in
the environmental document.

The first alternative that we are going to
talk about are the projects that TCA are not the
project proponents of. There is the I-5 widening,
which caltrans would be project proponent for.

This consists of widening the I-5 from the E1 Toro
Y south, down to the county 1ine. The widening
would be approximately 21 miles long and it would
consist of adding one general purpose lane and one
HoV lane, with auxiliary lanes added as needed.

This would also result in reconstruction of
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approximately 34 structures and interchanges to be
able to accommodate that widening.

The other project that TCA would not be a
project proponent for is the arterial's
improvements only, it's the blue alternative. This
particular project would include expanding Antonio
Parkway and La Pata beyond what's included in the
master plan of arterial highways. That effectively
would be adding one more lane beyond what's in the
MPAH. So south of Ortega Highway there would be
six lanes and north of ortega Highway there then
would be eight lines. This would be approximately
9.6 miles long and would include two wildlife
crossings.

Now all the next ones I'm talking about, the
next six, are TCA projects. TCA would be the
project proponent and these would operate as the
toll road.

The first one that we'll look at is the
CC-Avenida La Pata variation. Both of these that
are up right now do not have a connection with I-5.
The roadway begins at 0so and ends at Avenida vista
Hermosa. They are approximately 8.7 miles long
with three interchanges and they have three

wildlife crossings.
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Now, all of the TCA road alternatives, the
general road prospecting, are two lanes in both
directions; two lanes north and two lanes south,
extending from Oso and then down to where they end,
depending on the particular alternative.

Now, the dark orange alternative is the
Alignment 7 Avenida La Pata variation. This again
ends at vista Hermosa. Both of these alternatives
again incorporate transportation system management,
which effectively means light timing and turning
pockets to help improve traffic movement within the
areas.

This one, also, the dark orange, is also 8.7
miles long with three interchanges and full
wildlife crossings.

The next four alternatives that 1'11 talk
about are what are known as the full corridor
alternatives; they go from Oso to I-5. This first
one, which is the central corridor or the yellow
alignment, this has the connection with I-5 along
Pico with the flyover going over Pico and landing
on the I-5. This particular alternative is 14.9
miles long with five interchanges and three
wildlife crossings.

The next three alternatives all have the
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connection with I-5 down in the vicinity of
Cristianitos Road. These are then coming in south
of San Clemente.

The first one that 1'11 talk about is the
Alignment 7 Far East Crossover - Modified, which is
the green alignment. The difference between the
green and the lavender alignment here is really
north of ortega Highway where this particular
alignment, it does not cross over Canada
Gobernadora, it stays in the area that's between
Canada Gobernadora and Canada chiquita.

This extends the 241 from 0so down to the
I-5 at 16.9 miles long with six interchanges. It
preserves connectivity, wildlife connectivity to
the east as it abuts against the Talega
development. It avoids the Pacific Pocket Mouse
and also avoids the Blind/Gabino wetlands and it
has ten wildlife crossings.

The Tavender alignment which is north of the
Far East Corridor - west also extends the 241 from
0so Parkway to Camp Pendleton, it's 16.3 miles long
and has six interchanges. This also preserves the
wildlife connectivity to the east and avoids the
Pacific Pocket Mice and Blind/Gabino wetlands area

and has 11 wildlife crossings.
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The last one of the full corridor
alternatives is the Far East Crossover - Modified.
Again, it extends from the 241, from Oso Parkway to
camp Pendleton, it's 16.9 miles long with six
interchanges. It also avoids the Pacific Pocket
Mouse, avoids the Blind/Gabino wetlands and has 13
wildlife crossings.

In the alternatives, the first three
alternatives is the FEC-M, FEC-W and the A7C-FEC-M.
They are all approximately between 16 to 17 miles
long. They have interchanges at Oso Parkway,

C Street, New Ortega, Avenida Pico, Cristianitos
Road and I-5. These three alignments all,
coincidentally, have the exact same alignment south
of Pico Boulevard.

The central alignment, yellow alignment, has
interchanges at Oso Parkway, Ortega Highway, Vvista
Hermosa, Calle del Cerro and the I-5, and it's 14.9
miles long.

A1l of these four alternatives would have a
tol1 plaza between Ortega Highway and 0so Parkway.
The two short alternatives that end at Vvista
Hermosa, they are 8.7 miles long and have
interchanges at 0so, Ortega Highway and Vvista

Hermosa and, again, that toll plaza for the main
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line would be between 0so and Ortega. The AIO
alternative, arterial improvement only, has an
interchange at Ortega Highway and obviously no toll
plaza because it's not a toll facility.

And the I-5 widening there are no new
intersections, however the intersections would be
improved to accommodate the wider freeway; and
again, no toll plaza because it would be on that
state system.

This is a comparison of the alternatives.

As you can see in that corner over there, there's a
blowup of this. I know it's difficult for you to
see this, the numbers are small, but we encourage
you to go over there. what we're doing here is
we're doing a comparison to the alternatives, we're
comparing the traffic and the community impacts.
we're doing a comparison of the wetland impact,
we're also looking at the habitat and species and
then we're looking at the estimated costs within
this.

So when we're done with our presentations,
please go and look at this time. This is also
included in our study guide.

MS. CLEARY-MILAN: Transportation Corridor

Agency has been doing research for the other
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projects we have worked on. we've preserved or
restored nearly 2000 acres of habitat, and these
are just examples of the mitigation sites that we
have.

over 100 mitigation measures are proposed to
mitigate environmental impact to Foothill-south and
upland. The mitigation for Foothill-South will be
done at Upper Chiquita. The draft EIS/SEIR can be
viewed on our web site as well as the local Orange
county libraries. we also have copies at our
office in Irvine as well as the information center
down in San Clemente.

There are three ways to comment on the
document: in letter form, as Mike Harty indicated,
online, and today verbally or written. And again,
to remind you, the review period ends on August
6th.

The next steps, the Foothill-Eastern board
will take action on a locally preferred alternative
early 2005. We would obtain environmental permits
and obtain a federal record of decision about a
year from now. we would go on to the financing and
construction in the 2006, 2007 time period.

This concludes staff presentation and again

we have the technical representatives around at the
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tables with maps and graphics to answer any
specific questions that you have. Thank you.

J. MICHAEL HARTY: Okay. For those of you
who would Tike to provide your perspectives and
comments on the draft document and the alternatives
that are analyzed in it, we're going to open this
up to that public comment process. And what we
have here, as I explained earlier, we had people
signing up. I know that some of you may be
standing in line, and I really want to let you know
you can sit down and you're not going to lose your
opportunity to speak here. I don't want you to
feel 1ike you have to stand all morning, but I'm
going to get out of the way here and start the
process.

So when each of you comes up, what I'11 ask
you to do is just speak your name into the
microphone so the court reporters, whose names are
Suzanne and Carmen -- Carmen is not here right
now -- state your name. Here is the way it's going
to work. There's a timer up here that says five
minutes, it's digital, and 1'11 just start the
timer here and the lights will start to flash when
you have 30 seconds left, but it encourages you to

sum up after 4 minutes and 30 seconds. And then,
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after 5 minutes, the 1light says stop and at that
point I will truly encourage you to sum up if you
have not already.

And we're going to be speaking from this
podium. The one thing I'd Tike to remind you is
that our court reporters need to be able to
understand what you're saying. So while you may
feel, and undoubtedly feel very strongly, some of
you, about this, the more clearly and slowly and
understandably you can speak, the better chance we
have for our court reporters to capture what we're
saying. And if they need some help, we need to go
back over things, I may ask you to slow down a
little bit.

A1l right. So who is the first person on
our 1list?

EDDIE ROSE: Good morning. I'm former
Laguna Niguel City Councilman Eddie Rose. And 1in
deference to all the speakers we have today, I'm
not going to use my entire five minutes. I'l1 be
very brief and that will give everyone an
opportunity to say what I think is on their mind
and what needs to be said here.

After the introductory remarks, I'm even

more convinced that the best alternative is no
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build at all.

There are obviously a number of
environmental impacts that must be addressed
relative to the proposed extension of the
Foothill-South toll road. Arguably, some of these
impacts can be mitigated, others cannot. One area
of concern that cannot be mitigated is the impact
this proposed toll road would have upon open space
in Oorange County.

As a 25-year resident of Orange County, I
can still remember the bountiful orange groves and
family farms which inspired the very name of our
county.

virtually all of what existed then is now
but a memory, having been replaced by cookie-cutter
housing developments, unsightly strip malls and
graffiti-covered walls.

Webster's Dictionary defines "tol1" as,
quote, the cost in loss or suffering at which
something is achieved, end quote.

I'd 1ike to repeat that because it's very
significant. webster's Dictionary, if you refer to
that, defines "tol1" as "The cost in loss or
suffering at which something is achieved."

what would be loss to Orange County
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residents is our very quality of 1ife. what would
be achieved is more money in the pockets of greedy
developers and more campaign dollars in the coffers
of unscrupulous elected officials. And believe me,
having served on the Laguna Niguel City Council for
four years, from 1994 to 1998, I knew a lot of
unscrupulous elected officials and I didn't have to
go very far to find them either.

Make no mistake about it, toll roads do
nothing whatsoever to ease traffic congestion.
what toll roads do is facilitate future
development. Toll roads are in fact a precursor to
future development and, as such, are a major
contributor to what we have come to recognize as
urban sprawl.

open space, whether it be in the form of
vast regional parks or smaller community parks,
hiking, biking trails, wildlife sanctuaries,
wetlands and other natural habitats are not
replaceable or mitigatable. Once it is gone, it is
gone forever.

In conclusion, while it's impossible to
quantify the relative costs and dubious benefits of
this proposed toll road, I would just like to

paraphrase a popular commercial which puts this
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whole issue in perspective. The average daily
round trip to ride the toll road is $6; the typical
cost of a new car to drive on the toll road,
$25,000; the median price of a new home next to the
tol1 road, $400,0000; spending the day with your
children or grandchildren in a beautiful park,
priceless.

ALAN REMINGTON: I'm Allen Remington from
Costa Mesa, and Eddie said most of the things that
I had on my mind, and he said them more eloquently
than I possibly could.

I listened to the brief presentations of the
TCA; this 1is not about roads, this is not about
transportation, this is about development. without
a road, you can't have development. what I would
like to see in the environmental impact report, in
the draft and in the final, is how many people will
be using that road when it's built and how many
will be using that road ten years from now. Roads
do not solve traffic, as Eddie said, they bring in
traffic.

The wildlife crossings are a terrific idea,
except one of the reasons they call them wildlife
is because they are not trained. I think that it's

hard to get them to understand which is theirs, and
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so far -- it will be a disaster as far as the
wildlife, and always is.

In my hand here I have a video. This was
done -- it's a professional video done against the
san Joaquin toll road. Every single complaint that
was brought up has come to pass in the San Joaquin
Hills toll road. It has been a financial disaster,
it has been an social disaster, it has been an
ecological disaster. And you can see by the number
of -- as Eddie said, the cookie-cutter houses, it
hasn't been too pretty to look at either.

If I can find Phil Angelini -- is he here?
I'm supposed to give a copy of this to Phil
Angelini.

Anyway, thank you very much.

BOB BUNYAN: My name 1is Bob Bunyan. Last
week I was here with my son graduating, the first
graduating class. I can tell you that this is
quite different from last week.

I'm a resident of Mission viejo, I've lived
in orange County for 45 years, grew up here. I
represent the National Association of Industrial
and office Properties; I sit on their board. And
that's the industry that builds and operates the

workplace facilities that we work in, the offices
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we work in, the R& plants we work in, and the
manufacturing facilities and warehouses that
distribute the products that we use.

We want to say to the TCA that we are
reviewing the EIR report. We are concerned about
mobility, we are concerned about the environment,
we are concerned about our workforce. Wwe want to
see these things in balance; therefore, our
position is that we don't have any preferred
alternatives, we are looking at the EIR and we are
going to be making our comments to the TCA.

NAIOP supports a balanced transportation

system in the county. we realize that roads aren't

the solution to everything. We realize and we
encourage our governmental representatives to look
at other forms of transportation, including the
various express test services, the light rail
systems and anything else that can balance the
transportation.

I do want to say that having grown up here,
gone to school here, worked here all my life, I
have a passion for Orange County just as you do.
The Tady sitting next to me is from Laguna Beach.
My parents work there, I grew up on the beach

there.
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our industry is very sensitive to the
environment and we are making every effort we can
to change the image of what we do and to support a
strong economy but, at the same time, the need to
balance with the environment. Thank you.

MARNI MAGDA: Hi, I'm Marni Magda.

Tive in Laguna Beach.

would you raise your hand if you oppose the
to11 road, any alternative. Let's make sure that
they don't say that we're here on divided sides.
Thank you.

we need to stop urban sprawl. I've been
involved with Friends of the Foothills for three
years, going to TCA meetings; a billion dollar road
that costs $9 each way and dumps its pollution into
this ocean is a wrong idea.

I know you've lived in Laguna Beach and
watched the 73 destroy our water quality when the
silt is blowing out, and they say it's technology
and that it's fine, and that ocean turns into where
my sons and I, who swim in it every day, even
against our health; we wash in alcohol now.

Because when we get out of that water, it's an
earache today, and that's even when it Tooks

beautiful. The ocean life is being destroyed by
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our urbanization. We must stay dense in what is
already developed and not go into the
infrastructure any further.

Supervisor Tom Wilson has spoken to the
Laguna Canyon conservancy and talked about the
financial problems of Orange County budget. They
don't have enough money right now for fire
protection. That does not include adding a new
toll road into a new infrastructure of 23,000 acres
where no one goes right now, and instead, letting
cigarettes go out of cars going down that toll
road. we cannot afford the fire protection for new
infrastructure of a toll road.

california has just lost 20 percent of its
water from the Colorado River; the law just
changed. we are acting -- all of our politicians
are acting like there will be no problem with water
in Orange County.

Laguna Beach has put out that we get all of
our water from either the Colorado River or San
Francisco. Every drop of Laguna Beach water, check
your city, you're in the same problem, the cost of
water is going to be huge in this county, it will
be 1ike gold.

we can't afford afford a tol1l road that
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takes that water. we can't afford 14,000 homes
that that toll road will be allowed to build. The
tol11 road is too expensive for the taxpayers. Wwe
have -- every single taxpayer pays for the paving
of the 73 every day that it needs a pothole fixed.
we will be paying for the 241 South for 60 years,
to have it paved and maintained while rich people
who can afford the $9 each way that it takes to get
there, to the 5, will be on that road, our tax
dollars will be paid to pave it. we can't afford
that road.

The TCA has already said that they will stop
the project of the 91 in order to build the 241
South. They will stop the widening of a section of
the 241 that is working while they pay for this
road to nowhere to destroy our wilderness.

And the final reason that we cannot afford
this illegal, illconceived road is that many
threatened, endangered species reside in the 23,000
acres of the ranch in Mission viejo. It is the
last place that the mountain lion will range. If
we put that road through, it destroys the connected
corridors. You and I will be alive when the
mountain lion goes extinct and all the beauty of

the deer, the raccoon that I've watched leave
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Laguna Beach in the last 18 years that I've lived
there.

This road has to be stopped. The
development of that area has to be stopped. we
will be out of 0i1 in 40 years, most projections
tell us. when we're out of o0il, that stupid toll
road will sit there and maybe then mountain lions
can use it.

LAURA CURRAN: Good morning. My name is
Laura Curran, I Tive in Newport Beach and I grew up
in Yorba Linda.

First of all, 1'd 1ike to thank the Federal
Highway Authorities for coming out here. cCould the
representatives from the Federal Highway
Administration please stand so everyone knows who
they are? Thank you for coming out today.

Okay. I would like to make four points.
First of all, I'm mad as can be that the road is
the main traffic alternative being considered for
South County. we need to look at other
alternatives such as urban building 1in existing
areas, super bus lines with regular service, light
rail and trains down the freeway.

And for all of you who agree with me, I ask

you: Have you taken a bus lately? Have you taken
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the light rail system? Have you traveled on a
public transit and enjoyed it? Raise your hand.
okay. And I say this, I travel the Pacific Coast
Highway on a bus regularly and it is an interesting
ride and I'd encourage you all to try it.

so related to the toll road. I oppose the
to11 road because it will lead to growth inducing
impact. Growth inducing impact is what everybody
has been talking about. 1It's called "You build it
and they will come." The road that leads to the
build-out is Rancho Mission Vviejo with 14,000
homes, six golf courses and related traffic. If
you agree with me, then you will be against this
road.

secondly, the road will destroy
irreplaceable biologically diverse habitat. If
you've read the EIR, there's a lot of information
there about mitigation measures and they all sound
really good, but they rely on Tlots of what-ifs.
For example, to preserve raptor habitat, it relies
on populations elsewhere to maintain the habitat
once the habitat in this area is gone.

This pattern is repeated over and over, not
only for raptors but also for mammals and for the

native plant habitat. It really just reminds me of
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death by a thousand cuts. How many times do you
cut the patient before it bleeds out. oOr how many
times can we take over the open space and destroy
our air and our water quality before it's gone.
Orange County values its water, its open space and
its water quality and we want to see it preserved.

And finally, I'm not standing here by
myself, I'm standing here with my father, who my
father, in 1971, tried, with a group of citizens in
Yorba Linda and Brea, to stop the development of
Chino Hills Airport. Many of you are -- how many
of you have been to the Chino Hills State Park in
Yorba Linda? oOkay. So the crowd here is from
south County, primarily, but many of you have been
to Chino Hills State Park. Wwhat you may not be
aware of is that the original plan for that area
was for the world's largest airport. They were
going to pave the top and put in the world's
lTargest airport.

My father and several of his friends started
something called "Prevent the airport in Chino
Hills." And we went out, and we had fliers, just
Tike many of the people here today, and rather than
building an airport, they stopped that and they

built a state park.
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so if my father were here with me today,
he'd be asking me "why are they going to pave over
our open space? And why are they going to pave
over San Mateo State Park?" And I ask you today to
help us stop this toll road and I ask the Federal
Highway Administration to join with us and look at
other ways to support Orange County and maintain
our open space. Thank you.

JEFF SMITH: My name is Jeff smith. 1I've
lived in orange county all of my life. sSeveral
years ago my family and I moved to San Clemente
because we had to escape all the promises that had
been made and all the mistakes that had been made
because of those promises in all the other parts of
orange County. Wwhere all of my life I've seen
nothing but roads built, houses built behind them
and then more roads leading to accommodate those
houses, and on and on again through the history, as
being marched along so there will be more roads,
more houses, and then we wonder why we can't seem
to come up with a resolution by building another
road.

Now I'm living in San Clemente and now my
city is under siege. Wwe are looking at now an EIR

that is nothing but a recipe, a cookbook for how to
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carve up my city, every single plan proposed.

what I really wonder is why we're here
talking about a plan that nobody wants when we
should be here on a Saturday talking about how to
dismantle this institution that continues to push
us down a road that we do not want.

LARRY PORTER: Hello fellow citizens. My
name is Larry porter; I live in Newport Beach. And
I was very involved in stopping the Orange County
Sanitation District in the pursual of its waiver to
dump more contaminants into the ocean off
Huntington Beach.

I belong to two professional water
organizations and I want to bring you up to speed
about the potable water picture. You heard what
this road portends about the bringing of
population, about 1ining the pockets of the
developers. I want to further tell you we live 1in
a situation of a declining water supply that a
woman mentioned to you earlier. I want to
elaborate.

It looks as though we are in a draught, the
Tikes of which have not been seen in 100 years.
But the trees tell us that this is really not an

uncommon situation. If things go as they have been
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going, Lake Powell will be dry in two years. The
flows to the colorado River now are looking as
though they are about one-third as to what man
thought that that river would deliver.

Also, possibly you have read about the
situation of the levy up in the delta. Through the
delta comes half of the water supply that comes
into Southern california. It is all based upon
these islands that are made by these peat levies,
they are like quicksand. This is not a reliable
water supply. Just recently, the pumps were turned
off. If an event were to happen up in the delta,
heaven forbid, an earthquake, and it were to
liquify, it would be checkmate. No ifs, ands or
buts.

Let me make it clear, absolutely clear, if
this is to go forward, the water for this project
is going to be coming from you, your 1life will be
endangered to supply water that will bring all of
the hideous consequences that you have seen from
the peoplization of the area around you.

ves, this road has nothing to do with
alleviating traffic, this road has everything to do
with endangering your ability -- and I'm not trying

to just be an alarmest -- to actually survive.
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others will talk about the degradation, the
inadequate sanitation, the runoff that destroys our
beaches, on and on and on. I just want to share
about the overall water supply with you and how you
are being jeopardized. Thank you.

LAURA COHEN: My name is Laura Cohen. I'm
from the Donna O'Neill Land Conservancy. I'd like
to thank the Federal Highway Administration for
providing the opportunity to speak today.

I'm executive director of the Donna O'Neill
Land Conservancy, as I said, and I want to address
the tol11 road alignments that split the conservancy
into pieces. They represent not only severed
wildlife preserves but really a broken promise.

The conservancy was set aside because of its
special diversity. It was set aside in exchange
for thousands of homes to be built into Talega, the
development next door; in order to make up for the
wildlife loss there, when the homes are built, the
wildlife is lost, it dies.

The conservancy is a promise to our
children, a promise that they too will have the
opportunity to enjoy the wild creatures we have
been so lucky to know. The Donna O'Neill Land

conservancy is very small, just under two square
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miles, yet it is full of 1ife. we have more than
80 species of birds. That's more species of birds
than the 1100 square mile Yosemite National Park.

On a single two-hour hike this month, we
counted almost 200 butterflies of 13 different
species. When I was a child in my yard there were
Tots of butterflies, and I don't know how many of
you have noticed, but there are not very many
butterflies anymore. But on the conservancy, it's
full of butterflies.

On the conservancy there's 6,000 oak trees,
6,000 coast live oak trees. These trees provide
acorns which are the mainstay for woodpeckers,
California quail, mule deer and many more species.
The oak trees provide shade in the summer for deer,
fox, bobcats, mountain 1ions and many other
animals.

Cavities are in the older trees, so it's
necessary to have the older trees to shelter the
babies of Sparrow Hawks, western Screech owls,
Ash-Throated Flycatchers, acorns and nettles,
woodpeckers and more. Hummingbirds and pack rats
live in those nests amidst the oak-sheltering
branches. salamanders and hawks avoid the heat of

the summer in the burrows under the oak. The bees
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make honey in the oak hollows. The California
Sister butterflies, the caterpillars, eat oak
Teaves, as do many other insects; and these
insects, in turn, are the food for many bird
species.

Okay. These insects, in turn, are the food
for many bird species, such as the oak titmouse,
the Pacific-slope flycatcher, the bush tic, and
many more of those.

The reason I mention all of these animals is
because they are all linked together and they
depend -- the plants and the animals are in an
independent union. Beautiful stands of coastal
sage brush decorate the hilltops of the
conservancy, some of the most intact remaining
major valley grasslands cover the slopes.

Both of these plant communities are rare in
Ccalifornia. And they also shelter special animals
just as the oaks, but I won't go into that. The
conservancy is a mosaic of woodland, grassland,
scrubland and chaparral, very like the time of the
Acjachamen people here before us. Thank you.

The conservancy was established after many
long negotiations; this is important to realize.

There were negotiations between the County of
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orange, the City of San Clemente, Rancho Mission
viejo, Talega and many local citizens. There are
legal documents establishing the conservancy as
mitigation for Talega and they state the area's
natural elements: ecological, scientific and
aesthetic values are of great importance to the
people of the State of california [applause].
[Tnaudible]...people of the County of
orange, and they are worthy of protection and
preservation. This is right out of the document.
These parties, the county, the city, the ranch, the
conservancy, the citizens, they desire that the
easement area -- or the easement area's ecological
elements, scientific and aesthetic features, be
preserved and maintained in perpetuity. 1In
perpetuity, not until the next road comes through.
A road through the middle of the conservancy
is not consistent with conservation. we all know
what happens to wildlife on roads, and not only
roadkill, and it's not deer and wildcats only who
are killed, but hawks and owls and frogs and
snakes. we all know that roadkill can contribute
to pollution of the creeks and the air. we know
that a large road will cause sheets of water to

flow into the canyons and the creeks during the
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rain, potentially stripping away the soil that
covers the oak's roots. Cigarettes thrown from
cars can bring wildfires, road bring poachers.
Roads are not consistent with conserving wildlife.

The conservancy is a promise made by the
county, made by the City of San Clemente, made by
Rancho Mission Vviejo Talega and all the citizens
who work to preserve it. It is a promise to Donna
0'Neil, who is our namesake, to us, our children
and to the future. It is a promise that must not
be broken.

And I invite you all to come out and see
what that promise entails. And especially, I
invite the board of directors from the
transportation corridor so that they understand.
And I thank you all.

GEORGE KOBERN: 1I'm George Kobern from
nearby Mission viejo. And somehow, at some time,
it was decided that there would be two worlds.
Alongside the natural world there would be an
artificial, a manmade world. Even certain animal
species have moved in that direction and have
modified their habitat.

But man has been especially successful in

having created an environment that satisfies so
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many of his needs so well. Most of the time we can
count on having a secure footing on which to
maneuver. The weather has only minimal impact on
his ability to come and go as he wishes. Medical
and dental care are readily available and not even
the what I will can communicate so well over long
distances.

Transportation is commonplace on land on and
under the water's surface and even beyond the
earth's atmosphere, artificial climate control
provides a level of comfort unavailable to other
species, and our food can be stored safely over
long periods of time.

And so having achieved so much, why should
anyone care about preservation of a small fragment
of the world as it once was that 1ies buried beyond
our field of vision, a place that lacks almost all
of the comforts that we consider indispensable.

Maybe we need at least a remnant of that
natural world because we know that too much of a
good thing can harm us. But I suspect that the
most compelling rationale lies in some tribal
memory of families of hunters gathered around the
campfire when the survival of our species was in

precarious balance, and that the real world, the
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natural world, was our only home. 98 percent of
the time on earth was Tlived in that home.

our fascination with contrivance continues,
but with the growing realization that a deeper
sense of fulfillment can only be found in
reincorporating a sense of respect for the world as
it existed before, when we began redirecting our
rivers, reducing our mountains to prairies and
allowing intrusive power 1ines and toll roads to
appear where they clearly do not belong.

we love our urban lifestyle, its intensity,
the sense of accomplishment it provides, but we
also need a respite, a time and a place to revisit
our past. Wwe need parks and forests that resemble
those that our ancestors occupied. oOur wilderness
is disappearing at an alarming rate. We need your
help in protecting what remains. There are many
choices before you, but I believe only one
honorable one, thank you.

KIA MORTAZAVI: Good morning. My name is
Kia Mortazavi, I'm the director of planning for the
orange County Transportation Authority. And I want
to let you know that OCTA, Orange County
Transportation Authority for Transportation

Improvements -- [audience interruption]. sSorry
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about that. can you hear me now? Good, sorry.

orange County Transportation Authority has a
long-range plan to address transportation needs,
transportation growing needs, in this county. That
plan includes making the freeways that we have
today work better. That plan includes adding more
buses, so more frequent buses in South County,
North County, more frequent metro service, but it
also includes completion of the toll road system
which includes the extension of this
Foothill-South.

Now, we understand that there are issues,
and I don't want to be flip about it because I know
there are significant issues that need to be dealt
with, but we hope this process allows for those
issues to be heard and hopefully addressed so we
can have a solution and we can provide a balanced
transportation system. Thank you.

[The following portion of the

transcript was reported by

Carmen Hunter.]
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PAUL CARLTON: Good afternoon. My name is Paul
carlton. I T1ive in San Clemente.

I'm a Sierra Club member, a founder -- one of
the founders of the Friends of the Foothills and we've
been working against this toll road for ten years now,
and we're going to defeat this toll road. It is
essential -- it is essential that Orange County develop
alternate means of transportation rather than
continually relying on more and more freeways and toll
roads.

I'm opposed to all toll road alternatives
because of the destruction to the natural habitat that
these routes will do.

Just a couple specific complaints that I have.
First, many of you know the Chiquita Canyon just south
of here has one of the largest populations of the
california Gnatcatcher that exists. This is an
endangered bird, and no mitigation projects are going to
make it preserve, make it safe.

secondly, I don't know if you realize it, but
the toll road is going to be right out there, just a
couple hundred yards west -- east of this high school.
Think of the noise for the students in the high school,
think of the pollution that's going to be coming into

the high school because of the roar of the traffic and
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the gas emission from the automobiles.

Second, I'm a member of the Donna O'Neil Land
Conservancy and I volunteer there and I want to support
100 percent all the comments that Laura Cohen made.
She's done a wonderful job out there and the three
eastern segments of a possible toll road would just
devastate that park. So that alone to me is enough
reason not have -- have these toll roads go through.

Third, a tol1 road through the Rancho
Mission viejo area would endanger several wildlife
corridors connecting the open space in the west such as
Riley Park, O0'Neil Park, Ladera conservation areas, land
conservancy and the future Desecha Regional Park with
Caspers Regional Park and Cleveland National Forest to
the east.

On the existing route, 241, three mountain
lions have been killed, 75 deer and 50 coyotes over the
past four years. More could be expected to be killed on
a continuing basis with or without wildlife underpasses.

Fourth, I lead regular hikes in the area from
San Mateo campground to the mouth of San Mateo Creek.
The turmoil created by the I-5 is bad enough. To add an
interchange for the I-5 and the extended Foothill-South
tol]l road would make this area unusable for this type of

recreation. And, of course, the very popular San Mateo
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campground will be obliterated or -- as it is so close
to the toll road that it would be unusable.

Also, the pollution which is created by runoff
from such a huge interchange would put an end to one of
the really clean surfing beaches left, Trestles.

Also, in this area there's an area -- there's
an area of population of endangered Pacific Pocket Mouse
which the alternative routes, the west -- the eastern
alternative routes would make it inhabitable for that
poor little mouse.

Fifth, the toll road and freeways take a
tremendous amount of land which would reduce the amount
of open space in the Rancho Mission viejo plan. So the
detriment is to both native plants and wild animals.

Lastly, the fees which the Rancho Mission viejo
Company would pay to the Transportation Corridor Agency
or system, whatever they call it now, in which the TCA
would pay to the Rancho Mission viejo Company should be
made a public record now. I wish the officials of those
agencies would put those figures out for the public to
see.

I got several other comments, but I could talk
all night, actually, but I'11 close now. And stop the
toll road.

CARA HOROWITZ: Hi, my name 1is Cara Horowitz.
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I'm here with the Natural Resources Defense Counsel or
NRDC, and I'm here to state our absolute and continued
opposition to the toll road.

As many of you know, NRDC is a national,
nonprofit environmental organization with over 550,000
members; 115,000 of whom 1live here in california. And
we continue our strong opposition to the road for many
reasons that have already been discussed. And 1I'11l just
briefly go through some of them again.

First of all, though, let me say how aspiring
it is to see all of you out here on a beautiful Saturday
morning doing this with your time, and I really
appreciate you being here, and I'm just overwhelmed. So
thanks very much.

As you all know, the proposed road is

incredibly environmentally harmful. 1It's to be built

across the middle of one of the last remaining stretches
of undeveloped costal open space in Southern
orange County, and to be fair, Southern California as a
whole. 1It's planned along a globally significant
ecological landscape that serves as one of the last
remaining refuges for so many of our endangered species
here in Southern California that has been recognized.
The southern Steelhead Trout of which there are

fewer than 500 that remain, the California Gnatcatcher
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that's gravely in peril, the Pacific Pocket Mouse are
just three of the several of the many endangered species
that make our home along this last remaining open space
in southern Orange County.

And I ask where these species will go if we
continue our relentless development and push? And I
think there's one obvious answer. And I think it's
ironic that Camp Pendelton, the marine training base,
will become the last island of refuge for so many of the
species.

The Marines, I have to point out, have recently
got themselves exempted from the various endangered
species laws that will protect them. So absolutely
unacceptable alternative in our view.

As many pointed out, the road will also be
placed through some of the last unspoiled watershed in
Ssouthern california, which are critically important for
our water quality, our beaches, our surfing at Trestles,
our coastal health, and so much of the recreation that
has made Southern California famous and a mecca for
tourists.

I also want to say that we're opposed to the
road because it runs right through one of our most
popular state parks, San Onofre State Park, as well as

the land conservancy. I think our state parks -- and
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I'm sure you agree, our state parks deserve better than
to be the path of least resistance for so many of these
new development projects.

San onofre State Park -- San oOnofre State Park
is used by california communities and by families for
camping, for world class surfing. And I think it's
absolutely unacceptable that the federal government
thinks it can come and build a road right through our
state park here in San Onofre. »

Finally, I just want to say the toll road, as
we all recognize, is fiscally unsound and unnecessary.
The orange County toll road system has been, I'11 say,
less than a stellar success.

The San Joaquin Hills Road is an example of a

road that was pushed down the throats of a local

community only to be financially unsound and is about to

default on its construction bonds. And there's no
reason to think that this road will be any different.

In sum, the toll road won't solve our traffic
problems which will take a tremendous toll on our
environment and our recreation opportunities in Southern
california. And for all of these reasons, NRDC and its
members are staunchly against the toll road and any of
the proposed alternatives. And we hope you're

Tistening.
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Thank you.

RICHARD WATSON: My name is Richard watson.
I'm a resident of northern Mission viejo, a native of
orange County.

I've seen a lot of change in this county since
I was a kid. I'm a geographer planner, did his master
thesis on open space and planning in the San Fernando
valley when something could have been done about -it.

I've talked -- including transportation
planning. And I'm one of those people who has a
transponder and actually uses the corridor, especially
the 241. 1 actually enjoyed riding along the open
space, and it's probably the closest thing we have down
here to the 680 that they have in the bay area.

I support the extension of the Foothill
corridor and construction of the Foothill-South. we
need it now and we're going to need it more in the
future.

I think much of the opposition appears to be
related to the preservation of open space, and I think
since the 1970s, we'd actually done a pretty good job in
southern Orange County with balancing open space and
development.

Since the approval of the general plan

amendments to accommodate the Aliso Vviejo plan community
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in 1979, each of the planned communities has preserved
more than 50 percent of its total area as permanent open
space. Furthermore, in our urban county, 20 percent of
this county is in the Cleveland National Forest so we
have an urban county that has a lot of open space.

I support any one of the three -- I support any
one of three far eastern alternatives that will go
around existing development and join the I-5 in Camp
Pendelton, 1in that portion that's temporarily leased to
the state or San onofre State Park.

we need to develop road capacity to accommodate
regional north south traffic, much of which has been,
continues to be, and will be traffic between L.A. County
and San Diego County or the Mexican border. we also
need connectivity in the regional transportation system
with alternative routes rather than dumping traffic on
the arterials, as a couple of the alternatives do, or
expanding the I-5 quarter depending on one massive
corridor.

It appears to me that the environmental impacts
have been properly mitigated and the wildlife
connectivity is preserved.

I am particularly impressed with the water
quality best management practices that are proposed to

be included in this plan. until recently we've not
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given sufficient attention to water quality, and that's
a very important environmental factor. I recommend that
the TCA make its decision based on sound planning, good
science, and reason rather than emotion.

DEBBY COKEN: My name 1is Debby Coken. I'm a
member of the Nature Conservancy and the california --
I'm a member of the Nature Conservancy and the
california Native Plant Society and the Sierra Club and
the NRDC and a lot of other organizations, but I'm just
here talking for myself.

I can't see a benefit that can come from
extending the toll road that could outweigh the
resulting damage to the Orange County landscape and
quality of 1ife. None of the toll roads has made money.
The 73 has only a fraction of the originally projected
ridership. The 271 extension would probably be the
same.

The tax payers have had to put huge amounts of
money into the toll roads. They had to resurface the 73
and reconstruct the faulty water runoff system and buy
our way out of a noncompete contract. And what we have
to lose more than money 1is a state park, a land
conservancy, biological diversity, wildlife habitat,
clean water and a big chunk of the remaining open space

in Orange County.
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Let's not sacrifice these irreplaceable
resources for the benefit of developers. Let's cut our
Tosses now and choose the no action alternative.

GARY MEREDITH: My name 1is Gary Meredith, and I
do a lot of bird photography. I also read the
orange County Register every day. Did any of you ever
read this in the business section, "Merger Hits Speed
Bump?" Boy, isn't that amazing? we're running out of
money. The money that is spent -- thank you.

The money that would be spent on this project,
I just -- I just don't see it. It's only four
developers. I mean, four developers only. And I picked
up this, the Foothill-South Guide. Now, if their toll
road is so great, why don't they put a toll road down
the center of this photo.

I mean, I'm a photographer. Usually when I
photograph something, I put the emphasis on what I want
to photograph. And this is about a toll road. I mean,
I just don't understand this.

well, as a bird watcher and a bird
photographer, I love going out to the Donna O'Neil Land
conservancy. How many of you have not been there? You
should go there. It is a beautiful place to see.

Birds? Boy, you want to talk about birds?

That's where they're at. we also have a Tot of birds.
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of the TCA, I just cannot understand. I believe in
common sense. Foothill-South toll road. No common

sense. No common sense at all.

So, no on the Foothill-South; no on driving the

tol1l roads, period. I put 15,000 miles a year on my
car. will I ever drive the toll roads? Never. And
that includes if they were for free. Huh-uh, no.

Last summer I was with a person. Wwe were
driving towards the 73 and she wanted to get on. I
opened my door. I threatened to jump out.

And she says "You object to the toll roads?”

said, "I'm a wildlife photographer. I'm a bird watcher.

Yes, I do object. And with me in the car, you're not
going to get on any toll road."

And she says, "well, I guess you're one of
those people that Rush Limbaugh refers to as a wacko
environmentalist.” And I'm proud of it.

 so everybody have a great day. No to the
Foothill-South. No to the toll roads, period.
Thank you.

PETE VAN NUYS: Good afternoon. My name is
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Pete van Nuys, and I want to talk about traffic.

The Foothill-South is a ridiculous idea in all
its forms. It is indeed a road to nowhere. Unlike the
241 North which Tinks the Inland Empire with the
economics of Orange County, Foothill-South does not
provide any vital Tlinks.

It's absurd to suggest that traffic between
san Diego and the Inland Empire will drive to Santa Ana
Canyon, pay nine bucks for the privilege and backtrack
to its destination. It's ridiculous to imagine that
southbound drivers will get off the I-5 in Buena Park,
take the 91 halfway to Corona, then pay nine bucks so
they can reconnect with the 5 again in San Clemente.

Foothill-South is a mere appendage through
yet-to-be approved sprawl. 1It's an extravagance which
duplicates an arterial network which would be perfectly
adequate for local traffic here in south county. Even
as a much touted escape route for nuclear emergency,
this route fails. Most of San Clemente will have to
drive toward San Onofre to get on this turkey.

A convenience for a local few, Foothill-South
will not lessen dependence on the I-5. 1In fact, that's
really why we're here today. The level of service on
the I-5 is the issue. 1It's the standard by which even

the TCA must judge all their so-called alternatives.
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what TCA isn't telling anybody is that even
with the Foothill-South built, caltrans will have to
widen the I-5 through south county. Additionally,
california high speed rail has selected the I-5 as the
preferred alignment for double traffic. A potential
investment of a billion dollars in the 5 which will
permanently get the tracks off the beach.

The fact is, major improvement on the I-5 is
inevitable whether the Foothill-South is built or not
because without transportation alternatives, traffic
levels by 2030 will demand it. The I-5 is the aorta,
the carotid artery for the state of california. It's
vital to our financial health, a direct link between
san Diego, Orange County, L.A. County and points north.

241 is not a direct link to anywhere and will
never be a viable alternate route to the 5. TCA's own
propaganda admits this. "The I-5 widening alternative,"”
as they call it, "produces the highest level of service
of all their proposals.”

By this admission the TCA is hoist by their
petard. Foothill-South is revealed to be an absurd
gambit by a self-serving agency. Let's not just stop
the toll road. Let's abolish the TCA.

DANNI MYERSON: Hi to everyone still here. 1I'm

panni Myerson. I'm a local biologist and 24, and my
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whole years of 1life living here in Irvine. I grew up
here, exploring the canyons, playing at the beaches.
And now I've gone through college and I've gone through
three years of my career of the singular goal of
protecting this land, saving what I Tove. So thank you
everyone for being here helping.

unfortunately, my college career coincided with
the mad rush of the bulldozers. I know about in the
last decade, california and Southern california has
really exploded. That's when I was off at school
training myself to stop them.

I got back and there wasn't much left. But
luckily for me and Tuckily for every single person
sitting here, what is left is Rancho Santa Margarita,
which is the single most biologically diverse and
ecologically important area in all of North America.

It's still intact and we can save it. It's --
in my opinion, there's no good option. There's no good
toll road option. we can expand roads, we can do
alternate transportation methods. Wwe can't build a new
road. Wwe can't lose this land. we can't sacrifice any
Rancho coastal land.

what we sit on now and whose heart is actually
on the Rancho itself is a biological hot spot, which is

a region with huge numbers of unique species, plant and
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animal, considered to be vital to the survival of life
on earth. There are 25 of them in the whole world, a

third of earth's species confined to them; 1.4 percent
of the earth's land surface. And the only one on the

entire continent is right here.

we can't lose it. There's only one biological
hot spot in North America, and this is it. If we allow
the toll road to fragment it and pave it, we'll be
witness to what scientists all over the world are
fighting to prevent, which is the mass collapse of
species, the widespread rapid extinction starting with
large predators and ending with the small (inaudible).

our last remaining open spaces are deemed as
some of the most (inaudible) in the globe. They're
threatend by development, pollution, roads, the
endangerment of the non-native vegetation.

And Orange County is one of the few on our
continent with more than ten endangered or threatened
species crowded on to it. In the whole country, we have
one of the most.

so we can't afford to lose an inch of it.
Thousands of people, scientists as influential as Jane
Goodall who spoke recently on -- I'm sorry -- to support
this land, who spent the last ten years fighting tooth

and nail to save the (inaudible) in Rancho.
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So we have to stop it. we have to stop this
road. we have to fight.

I just want to tell one short story about my
experience on the land and that's all, and 1'11 quit.

About a year ago, I was out on the land. I was
lTucky enough to get a permit to do some research there.
I was doing some dust monitoring for some raptors who
had a really well-established nest, checking out the
babies.

over the hill comes people, dozers. I look
over the hill and what is a pile of oaks in the middle
of nesting season -- which I don't even think is
legal -- and rocks and everything you can imagine under
this pile. 1It's california and on top of it is now
about two dozen (inaudible) of boxes of rich people
inside. Doesn't fit in with any of us and it certainly
is a disadvantage to the rest of the planet.

So I just suggest to everyone that you find the
strength and the time to oppose this development any way
you can. You can write, you can volunteer, anything you
can do. we need this land. we don't know what will
happen when these mass extinctions occur. we don't know
if humans will be next.

This land is the staple that connects Mexico,

Ccalifornia, Arizona, all of it comes together right

Page 60

60



W 0 N O v A W N

NN NN NN R R R s R R e
w1 B W N R O YW N Y 1AW NP O

PARTONE
61

here. If is ceases to exist, it's going to be a ripple
effect. Everything will die. And I'm not being
extreme. I'm being honest. Wwe need to save it because
we don't know what will be next.

So please help defeat this road.

JULIA DEWEES: Hi, my name is Julia Dewees, and
I'm a resident of San Clemente. I'm a mom. I'm a
teacher, and I'm a volunteer.

I've been working with the people in my
neighborhood, the Trestles community, and with the
Friends of the Foothill for nearly a decade to stop this
toll road. The fact that thousands of people turned out
here today is evidence that my volunteerism has made a
difference.

when I first started to work with Friends of
the Foothill, in my community there were about 20 or so
of us who wanted to stop the toll road because it didn't
sound 1ike it made sense. And most of the time, the
opposition would say to us, "There's nothing you can do.
It's a done deal.”

And I'm standing here to tell you that when I
started to work to stop the toll road, they had plans to
build an eight-lane highway with construction ready to
start in 2001.

I stand before you in 2004. Their plans have
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been reduced to a four-lane road. They have yet to pass
their environmental impact report, which is why we're
here today. It will have an environmental impact. And
the road has not yet been started.

The T- -- the TCA has money. The TCA has lots
of great pamphlets and billboards and signs on the
freeway, but we have public opinion. And in the eight
years I've been working on this, public opinion has
changed. Person by person, phone call by phone call,
letter by Tetter, word by word we are changing the
public opinion and letting the people know that we do
not want a toll road to come through southern
orange County.

My husband and I chose to raise our family --
this is my son, Bryce -- raise our family here in
San Clemente, in southern Orange County. I choose to
teach the children in southern Orange County because
this is a place where quality of 1ife matters, and we
live here and work here because of the quality of 1ife.

San Clemente has the small village-by-the-sea
atmosphere. A toll road and the development that it
would invite would ruin that. It is unconscionable to
put a toll road through san Clemente. It is -- there is
absolutely no reason whatsoever that a toll road will

solve any of the problems that the TCA or other people
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who oppose it say that it will solve.

Mr. van Nuys said that very nicely, so I won't
repeat him. The Donna O'Neil Land Consérvancy is a
place where we hiked. we walked along coastal sage,
wild flowers. we've watched birds soar. we've seen
wildlife.

I don't want this to be just a memory in our
photo albums. I want this to be something that Bryce's
children can experience with me when I'm a grandma. Oh,
my. I want my children to never have the experience of
walking down Trestles where he surfs and seeing a sign
that says "Stay out of the water. 1It's polluted.”

If you can picture where the 74 hits the 5 and
move that picture of that concrete structure right over
the bridge down to uppers, 100 feet in the air with
paved creek creating an E1 Toro Y at Trestles, a Doheny
at the Beach, that's not what I want for my children,
that's not what I want for my students, that's not what
I want for any of you.

we need to save Trestles, San Mateo Creek.
It's the last free-flowing watershed from its source.
There's nothing else. 1It's the last stand we have. It
is unreasonable to create a toll road that would invite
the development of 14,000 homes in our back country.

one only need to look at Aliso viejo to see
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what a toll road would do to a community. The toll road
and the sprawl that it will induce will inevitably
contribute to increased air pollution, increased noise
pollution and increased water pollution. This is not
something we can support.

Many people are being swayed by TCA to fight
the Pico alignment and TCA strategy here is to push the
alignment that's preferred to the far east alignment. I
need to tell you that no alignment is the only option.

we need to save Trestles, San Mateo campground,
the land conservation. But we need to save
san Clemente. We need to save southern Orange County.
we need to save what's left, so it's not just a memory
for our children and they're children.

By stopping the toll road now, we're not only
preserving the quality of 1ife for ourselves, but we're
Tiving out our jdeals for generations to come, and
that's something that we can all work towards together.

Thank you.

LYNNETTE ADOLFSON: Hello, my name is Lynnette
Adolfson. I'm a resident of Mission viejo and I've been
in the San Juan Capistrano, Mission Viejo area since
1976.

And since that time, I've watched the traffic

get worse and worse. And I don't have all the answers.
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I'm here actually to speak in support of something,
hopefully, whether it's a toll road or something, but I
know something has to be done for the traffic because
there's so much congestion, and if their predictions are
correct, by the year 2025, we will be spending the
majority of our lives sitting on freeways, and that's
not how I want to spend my quality time.

I don't know exactly which alternative is best.
I have not looked at the EIR, but I have a tendency to
support the far east, west alignment or the modi fied
alignment because it does preserve more wetlands and
does not destroy as much habitat, and it's a little bit
less expensive.

But I also believe the toll road will be an
emergency route in the case of a San Onofre evaction
(sic). For San Juan Capistrano residents, right now the
only evaction routes are Rancho viejo Road -- the only
evacuation routes are Rancho viejo Road and Coast
Highway to get out of the area in the event of an
emergency at San onofre, and the I-5 Freeway. 50 I do
believe that there's some need for some other
alternative routes for emergency purposes.

and I do also believe as developers have
developed areas that are nowhere near freeways, that

development will continue to occur as long as cities'
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general plans and zoning allows that for development to
occur, whether there's a road or not.

Look at Talega valley. Look at Rancho Santa
Margarita. Rancho Mission viejo will develop in the
future because people will come here. People have come
here since I've lived here in 1976, and I didn't want
any more people, but all these homes have been built
since then and that creates traffic.

SO0 I support other methods of transportation to
be improved such as rails and other bus routes, and
those types of things, but I believe that there's also a
need for other means to help the traffic congestion in
the future.

Thank you.

JOHN VANETTEN: My name name 1is John Vanetten.
I'm a resident of Lake Forest, and I am a lifetime
resident of Orange County. I support the no build
alternative.

And I want to say in response to these points
being made, they aren’'t just based on emotion. They're
based on fact. How many people choose a spouse based on
scientific fact or emotion?

Not only that, but these decisions should be
made on financial reasoning as well as scientific -- and

good science. I wanted to say that in spite of the
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exclusive billboard advertising on our county's
highways, the Foothill-south toll road has not attracted
enough ridership to justify its extension through either
a heavily used state park or a mitigated land
conservancy.

It is yet to be proven that building more roads
will relieve traffic congestion. I would like to see
some kind of case study where you've factually proven
this.

It's becoming more apparent that these agencies
are avoiding looking into more alternative means of
transportation. I ask that the highway administration
please look at other modes of transportation.

And it is not the tax payers' responsibility to
bail out these corporate ventures, which already proven
to be a financial failure. And it is not the tax
payers' job to support developers' business ventures
either.

Thank you very much.

BRIAN WOODWARD: Hi, my name is Brian woodward.
I live in the city of San Diego. I'm the chairman of
the San Diego chapter of surf Rider Foundation.

surf Rider Foundation is a nonprofit,
volunteer, grassroots, environmental organization

dedicated to the preservation of our beaches and oceans
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through conservation, activism, research and education.
This project goes against most of those parameters.

I1'd 1ike to speak about the recreational
resource that's at stake here. Most of you know
Trestles, cChurches, San onofre, very dear to all of our
hearts. This is a regional community issue. This is
not an Orange County issue. This is a San Diego issue
as well.

Most our of 4,000 paying members of surf Rider
in San Diego County make their way up to Trestles,

San 0', spend a lot of time and money up there as well.
And nowhere in the draft EIS is really addressed the
impacts to Trestles, Churches or San 0', any of the surf
spots.

Further, the idea that you could ever, ever
mitigate for impacts to any of these areas is just
preposterous. I won't get into the beach goers, and the
campground users, but, you know, those people are also
going to be impacted by this project if it goes through.
we intend to keep it from going through.

Now, on the drive up here from San Diego, we
stopped by -- well, it was raining on the way up, kind
of a light drizzle, but it was enough for some cooling
and some runoff to start occurring.

So I didn't bring any drinking water up here
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with me. what this is is urban runoff. we picked it up
on the way up here. This is what happens when roads are
built. This is what happens -- and I don't want to surf
in this, and I don't think any of you do. So, that
being said.

Now, I also work as a biologist and
environmental consultant in San Diego County and all
over Southern california. I'm registered with the Fish
and wildlife Service as an Arroyo toad handler and
monitor and surveyor. And I can personally attest to
the sensitivity of this species.

The Arroyo toad is very sensitive to any change
in water quality or sedimentation of their habitat. And
this proposal would definitely impact the viability of
that species in this region.

we need to do everything we can to try and
preserve these species among all the others that have
been mentioned by my other biologist friend here. And
1'd also 1ike to give some testimony to just what an
incredible watershed the San Mateo watershed is.

I do a lot of work up in Camp Pendelton, and
I've had the opportunity to be out there in February
when its raining, downpouring. And the creek comes
alive and everything -- boulders are moving. sand 1is

flowing down the creek going down to Trestles, going

Page 69

69



O 0 N O Ui b W N

NN NN Y R R R H R Rl R B e
Vi A W N HE O ©® N s NN R o

PARTONE

down to -- giving us more sand bars and -- everything is
alive.

And putting this whole proposal together and
trying to make it happen is just it's going to
completely degrade that experience. 1It's going to
degrade the habitat. 1It's not a good idea.

Lastly, I Teave you with this from one of my
favorite authors. 1It's a thought that resonates -- it's
pretty self-explanatory, and that is "Growth for
growth's sake is ideology of a cancer cell."

we don't need any more growth. we need to do
something else. There's plenty of other ideas. Wwe're
very smart people. We can find other ways to deal with
our problems.

I'm not -- for no alternative. I don't want to
see this proposal go through.

KURT STANLEY: Good morning. It sounds Tike
most of the speakers I've heard today are preaching to
the choir. And I'm going to probably sing something a
little off tune, but 1'd ask for your patience and open
mind and understanding.

I'd like to talk to you this morning on behalf
of two perspectives. Number one, as a representative of
the Orange County Regional Chamber of Commerce. And I

don't think you can overstate or I can overstate the
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importance of the toll roads in the past that they've
had on the Orange County economy.

By using the toll roads, employees get to work
quickly. Vvendors and clients are easy to access
orange County companies more easily thanks to the toll
roads. Studies have shown that the Orange County
businesses and commutes have saved over 300 million a
year because of the toll roads. They save that in time
they save that in gas and they save that in convenience.

Now, the Foothill-South -- that's okay. we all
have our opinions.

Foothill-South will alleviate traffic
congestion in the southernmost part of Orange County.
personally, if you drive every day like I have to, the
toll road system is literally a 1life blood of survival.

Thank you. I have considered the train.

The toll roads have been a boom for the
business in Orange County, and a completion of the toll
road will benefit both residents and businesses
throughout the communities.

Now, one of the things that I have from a
personal perspective is as long as we continue to grow
housing development and commercial sites, the congestion
is going to get more and more. And I don't think any of

us here want the commercial -- commercial spots or the
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housing to stop.

So we need to have -- oh, you do? well, then
you probably got the wrong thing, because TCA has
nothing to do with commercial real estate. They have to
do with housing; right? So maybe we ought to have this
at a different site.

Bottom line is there's a lot of congestion.

And I personally don't 1ike leaving the house in the
morning and trying to go down 0Oso or Crown valley or
Alicia or Ortega Highway to try to get to I-5. I spend
much too many time there.

I think if you travel for a living -- and not
many of you have to do that. But if you travel for a
living, I think it's important that we consider an
alternate source.

I also would like to suggest that although 1I've
heard a couple of times that potentially the california
government might find over a billion dollars to widen
I-5, I doubt, being responsible for corporations’
financial responsibility, that that's going to happen in
near future. So I think that's an unviable alternative.
The money will not be available.

I also would Tike to say that as a ten-year
resident of Rancho Santa Margarita, I'm happy to be a

resident, but would never have moved here without the
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to11 roads. Even my kids, when I bought the house said,
"Dad, why are you moving way out into nowhere?" And now
the area is even developing further.

Ladies and gentlemen, all I'd Tike to ask you
to consider today is that we need an alternative form of
transportation besides the I-5. And we believe that
economy can survive better, traffic will be less
congested with the completion of the toll road.

Thank you for your time. You've been very,
very nice. I appreciate your effort.

Thank you.

WAYNE EGGLESTON: My name is Wayne Eggleston.
I'm a city counsel member of San Clemente, and I oppose
the extension of the toll road.

Isn't it interesting that those who are least
affected by the toll road in Rancho Santa Margarita and
Mission Vviejo want it? For the toll road to even come
through the Donna O'Neil Conservancy or the San Mateo
campground is absolutely outrageous.

I'm not going to describe all the environmental
reasons today why we do not need it. Others have done
that. 1I'd 1ike to talk very briefly about strategically
how we should win.

A1l the groups that are represented here today

from San Clemente, Pico and Trestles need to form
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together to save San Clemente. Divided we cannot win.
United we will win.

There are alternatives. La Pata needs to be
extended to San Antonio Parkway. Wwe need regional
roads, not toll roads. uUnfortunately, there are only
two of us on city council who are opposed to the toll
road. One of them is up for re-election in November. I
have two more years, but Stephanie Dory is up for
election. Stephanie was not able to be here today.
she's out of the country, but I must tell you that
through the election process, you can do a lot.

We are here today to save San Clemente. Let's
do 1t.

RICHARD GARDNER: Hello. My name is Richard
Gardner. I'm from Capistrano Beach. I want to follow
up with what wayne said on a couple of things and from
the strategy point of view.

I've been involved for a while and I started to

realize that it's always, "Stop the toll road,” "Stop
the traffic," "save the habitat,"” "Save the water
quality,” stop, save, stop, save. Wwhat we're all doing

here is to try to explain we want to preserve our
quality of life and our -- this wonderful habitat that
we have back here.

one thing that Orange County is missing: Wwhat
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is different about Orange County and San Diego,
Riverside and all of the surrounding areas of
California? we do not have a resource conservation
district. That's a special empowered thing. 1It's hire
than a county. It comes under state law and can work
directly with the federal government. It does not need
to go through the state or the county or the caltrans as
a small player in the federal picture.

SO0 an RCD can go after money to actually
acquire the open space and extend the Donna O'Neil
Conservancy out to Caspers Park out to Cleveland
National Forest and all the way to the coast. we need a
plan that builds a bio corridor not a toll road.

Now, who's doing the bio-corridor? who wants
to be on the bio-corridor committee? Because that's the
RCD. Now, we need people to be on the board. we're
going to need somebody from Surf Rider. we're going to
need probably somebody from the stop the -- Sierra Club,
stop the -- Friends of the Foothill. we're going to
need environmentalists along with academic people from
the universities.

we need water quality people and we need board
that are going to preserve things that we're here to try
to save, that once we're empowered, they can even obtain

finances to do that.

Page 75

75



W 00 N O v AW N

NN NN NN R e R R e = R e
v A W NN RO WO N O NN AW N = O

PARTONE

I should go on a little bit just to say that
with the exception of wayne, I don't see very many
politicians up here saying, "well, I'm from Dana Point.
I'm in favor of the toll road"” or "I'm from
Mission Viejo and we like the toll road” or all the
other cities who seem to be in favor because somehow
they think this toll road is really going to help them.

But, you know, it's really not. And when they
Took very closely to traffic analysis, you'll see that
it's not going to remove all the traffic on to the 5.
The traffic's going to become worse by the
growth-inducing effects of the toll road.

So we're missing the politicians. Wwhere are
they? They don't have the "huevos" to come to this kind
of a meeting.

Anyway, there's one more thing that I think
might be worth considering and maybe the RCD can Tlook at
that, is what we don't need is a -- we don't need a toll
road. Wwhat we might need is a toll on the new
development that they're planning to put back here.

So we're going to put in a $700,00 home and
another thousand over here. well, just kick in the
bucks to build the kind of infrastructure that we don't
need a toll road for.

Thank you very much.
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STEVE PEZMAN: Hi, my name is Steve Pezman, and
I pub1ish'the surfers Journal, and I was the publisher
of surfer Magazine from 1970 to 1991. And I frequently
speak on behalf of this board of surfing. 1I'm here
today to focus my comments on the Trestles surfing area
and the extension the toll road poses to that area.

surf breaks are extremely valuable, natural
recreational resources. The army core of engineering
did a study of beach usage in the early '70s that I
advised them on 1in which they listed all the uses of the
beach area and attached a value, recreational value to
each hour of beach use. And surfing and marinas and
ocean-front golf courses, they rated the highest.

The return on investment of a surf break, of a
natural occurring surf break, is by far the highest
because they occur naturally, whereas the others take
tens and millions of dollars to create.

The Tresties -- the surf complex at Trestles,
which is threatened by the potential toll road
extension, runs from San Onofre to Cotton's Point and it
is a priceless, unduplicateable recreational resource
that is unique in the world.

It is well-reknown, well respected. Surfers
from all over the world come to it to experience that

surfing pleasure. There -- most surf breaks in Southern
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california are now approximate to urban development.
Trustles is one of the few remaining rural surfing
experiences left.

The tol1 road extension threatens the surf
resource in terms of water quality and in terms of the
quality of the surf break. The hydraulics of the surf
break are very delicate. The washout of the San Mateo
creek forms an eluvial crescent of cobble stones and
silt and deposits that causes the shift of the waves to
be unique. It is a year-round resource, and there's no
known way to mitigate for its loss.

There are many -- I've been surfing Trestles

for almost 50 years. There are those that have been

surfing for 20 years -- 20 years longer than myself.
I -- it has a great personal, emotional value
to me. It has -- and to all the surfers, the thousands

and tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of
surfers who experience that place and of the general
citizens who come to watch who enjoy the surfing there
as merely spectators, beach walkers, hikers and runners.
The impact of the connection, the overpass that
comes down on to the freeway there, elevates 60 feet
over the top of the 5 and comes down. 1It's a large
cement structure. 1It's a non-aesthetic structure. It

moves 75 yards towards the beach from the current path
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with the 5.

Everything imposes itself. Everything about
that toll road destroys and degrades the Trestle surfing
experience and I -- the entire worldwide surfing
community is firmly entrenched against it.

Thank you.

CHRIS EVANS: Thank you, Steve.

My name is Chris Evans. I'm the United States
executive director of the surf Rider Foundation. Thanks
for coming today.

I represent 60 chapters across every coast of
the uUnited States and every island possession of the
United States. 40,000 of our activists are on this
record and have been on this record multiple times
against this project for every reason stated here today
and every permutation and every alignment of this
project.

This is a toll road, a road, a freeway that
doesn't need to be built. There isn't a reason. The --
President Clinton created, and President Bush staff, the
United States Commission on Ocean Policy, which is in
the process right now of releasing its seminal report.
This is the first comprehensive report of the state of
America receiving (inaudible) 1in 35 years. This is

really important.

Page 79



O 00 N O v W N

NN NN NN B e e e e e =1 B =
Vi A W N O W ®® N OV AW N = O

PARTONE

The (inaudible) commission released its report
about a year ago. The findings -- the creation of both
of these commissions covers the bredth of political
diversity. It's absolutely covers the bredth of
scientific opinion and academic thought and both these
commissions contain the blue ribbon of blue ribbon
panels. Both of these commissions, both of these
reports have generated findings that are remarkably
consistent.

This toll road process is wholly and entirely
uninformed by the results of these reports, and it has
to be because these two processes occurred
simultaneously. 1It's imperative that the decision
makers in this process understand the findings of these
two reports. Because both of these reports are
remarkably consistent about the number one problem to
receiving ocean waters 1in this country is urban sprawl
and urban runoff.

surf Rider Foundation, Sierra Club, NRDC,
everybody that's weighed in on this, and our next
speaker will talk about that, are against FECM, FECW,

AL7C, FECM, for the no-brainer reason that they go

through parks and land conservancies. This isn't close.

The environmental impact report and the

environmental impact statement are remarkably silent as
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to the recreational resource issues at Trestles and the
San Mateo campground.

But the capper for me personally, and 1'd like
to just address the transportation or the planning
student or scholar that was up here earlier that was in
favor of toll roads reminds me of one of the most cogent
things I've ever heard expressed at any one of these
meetings.

It was by a young man of the Sierra Club,
Friends of the Foothill meeting some years ago who said
we need this road. It really reminds me of "I have a
weight problem. I'm too fat. I need bigger pants."”

wendell Berry, the great philosopher and writer
wrote it better on the paper he wrote called "In
Distrust of Movements" when he said that movements that
don't address the root causes and sources are doomed to
fail. The root source and cause of transportation
overcrowding in this county isn't a lack of road.

Let me just leave you with one last thought.
The conclusion in this environmental impact report that
there are no water quality impacts, no water quality
impacts is the conclusion.

It's not only false, but it is insulting.
There are over 11,000 beach closures due to that issue

in this country last year. This road will ensure that
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there are more of them.
Thanks for listening to me.
(The following portion of the
transcript was reported by Suzanne

stringfellow.)
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MARK MASSADA: My name is Mark Massada and I
represent Sierra Club. I direct Sierra Club's
coastal programs. And on behalf of Sierra Club and
our hundreds of thousands of california members,
I'd Tike to welcome the Federal Transportation
officials to Orange County, and I'd especially like
to thank the hundreds of volunteers who have chosen
to spend their Saturday addressing you regarding
this toll road today.

And on behalf of Sierra Club and our allies,
the surf Rider Foundation and Friends of the
Foothills, NRDC and others, I'd like to make one
point unequivocally clear, one point absolutely
clear, and that is that we're not here to compare
alternatives and we're not here to debate which
freeway alignment causes the least amount of
environmental destruction and ocean degradation,
we're here to tell you we do not want any more toll
roads of any kind. That means none; that means
zippo, zilch.

In addition, take that message to washington
D.C.; you cannot have our open space, you cannot
have our state parks, you cannot have our land
conservancy and you cannot have our canyons, our

mesas, our beaches and our wilderness.
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Together, there are millions of us and we
intend to fight to stop the toll road. Instead,
we're here to praise the natural environment and to
praise our coast and protection of coastal
resources. You heard that Trestles is the Yosemite
of surfing. You wouldn't build a freeway or a toll
road through Yosemite and you shouldn't build one
through San Clemente.

we're here for the beach and not the roads;
we're here for healthy beaches. Healthy beaches
are California's calling card, it's our front yard,
it's our backyard, beaches are our playground, our
supermarket, our churches, they are our wilderness
and they are our welcome mat, they are our peace
offering to the world. And just because we need
roads doesn't mean that we like roads or that we
need or want more roads.

We're here to say no more toll roads, that
we want surf, we want levees, we want sunny days
and solar power; no more toll roads. Wwe want
coastal protection. No one here today supports
more polluted beaches or more smog or more habitat
Toss or less open space or open space paved over.
we want clean beaches. we want clean beaches for

us, for our neighbors, for our children and for
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future generations.

Your toll road is incompatible with our
goals and we ask today that you take the message
back to washington D.C. that we do not want toll
roads, nor do we want the TCA. And instead of
building more toll roads, we ask that you retire
them. Thank you.

STEVE NETHERBY: Thank you, I appreciate
your applause. My name is Steve Netherby, I'm from
Ssan Clemente, and I wanted to thank all of you for
coming today and backing the no-build alternative.
You inspire me. Thank you very much.

As president Lyndon Johnson said, after he
signed the wilderness Act of 1964, "If future
generations are to remember us with gratitude
rather than contempt, we must Teave them a glimpse
of the world as it was in the beginning, not just
after we got through with it."

Theodore Roosevelt said, "Short-sited man in
their greed and selfishness will, if permitted, rob
our country of half its charm by the reckless
extermination of all useful and beautiful wild
things."

Let's face it, friends, if this toll road in

the Rancho Mission viejo development plan comes to
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pass, the most precious parts of Orange County,
including our priceless beaches, will have been
raped to finance personal and corporate greed.

under the guise of reducing traffic and
making possible the American dream of home
ownership, this road and the hyperdevelopment it
will unleash will increase traffic on I-5 and all
of our other streets. Can you name one place
where more roads meant less traffic? It will
smother our last open spaces in concrete and
stucco, decimate our wildlife, destroy a state
park, an irreplaceable land conservancy, drown
our last wild beaches in people and pollution
and strain our water and power resources to the
breaking point.

we must re-wean the road builders and
developers from their outmoded compulsion to
contain the wild west and compel them to turn their
genius to save the true American dream; a l1ife of
quality, not congestion, of wide open spaces where
you and I and Mother Earth can breathe deep and
clean.

The toll road and development of Rancho
Mission viejo are greed caught with its pants down.

They are raped, brutal and heartless, of Teddy
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Roosevelt's "useful and beautiful wild things."” 1If
future generations are to remember us with
gratitude, rather contempt, as Lyndon Johnson put
it, you and I cannot permit these things to happen.

ANNE M. MORRIGAN: My name Anne M. Morrigan,
I grew up in Huntington Beach, lived a Tlittle in
Fullerton, currently reside in westminster. That's
a long way from your drive down here.

You may be wondering "what does somebody
from North County have to do with what's going on
in San Clemente and Mission viejo?" well, I drive
for a 1living, so I found the comments of one of the
speakers before me kind of interesting. The
gentleman from the chamber of commerce saying how
good these toll roads are for business and, you
know, I drive for a 1iving; as I say, I work out of
Costa Mesa.

I drive in South County a lot; I don't drive
the toll roads. I sit in traffic on freeways and
surface streets like the rest of you. I don't
touch the toll roads because, you know, a paycheck
is one thing, quality of 1life is another. I sit in
traffic and I look up at the billboards that the
TCA puts up on the freeways, "Life's too short”

and, yeah, but it's not so short that I need to
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mess over future generations just to get what's
coming to me now.

The other speaker who inspired me was the
one who appealed to science, said "Let's not listen
to emotion, let's listen to science.” well, I'm
not a scientist, I'm -- bluntly, I'm a blue collar
sloth, okay, but what I am is a skeptic, and when I
Took at the propaganda that the TCA puts out about
how they are going to mitigate, about how this is
going to solve congestion, and then I look at their
route to a conservancy that was supposed to be
mitigation, and I Took at the figures they are
giving for congestion and my -- what's called my
"baloney detector” is pegging off the scale.

So I could go on about the signs, about the
congestion and about overpopulation, but everyone
who has spoken before me has said it much more
eloquently, so I'11l just close by saying: 1It's
worth the drive down here to stand with you, and
the only option is no build. Thank you.

J. MICHAEL HARTY: I want to explain to you
what the schedule is. we are going to go until
1:30. That's not the end of the day, but then we
are going to take a 20-minute break just so I can

get a break and go to the bathroom and various
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other things I can do in 20 minutes, and then we
are going to start right back up again.

Our sense is that, rather than have another
presentation, you'd like to just continue with the
comments. So for your planning purposes, at 1:30
we'll take a 20-minute break and then we'll get
right back on to the comments.

And if, at some point later on in the
afternoon, people would like to have this quick
presentation that Macie and Paul provided, we wil]
be happy to do that, but we want to devote the time
to comments, so we are on until 1:30.

MARILY ANDERSON: 1I'm Marily Anderson from
san Clemente. I live close to the beach, and I
stand up here and I actually feel like I'm
preaching to the choir. I have learned some things
today, though, and I really appreciate the speakers
that are here.

I think the committee group is supposed to
be for our government, to listen to us, and I
really hope they're listening. And I want to thank
the surfrider Foundation and the Sierra Club and
the Natural Resource Defense Council for listening
to our community and supporting us and helping us

in our fight to stop the toll road.
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I could reiterate what people have said and
I think that we need to use existing transportation
corridors. We need to use the 5, we need to talk
about light rail, we need to talk about freight
rail, we need to talk about being thrust off the
road and using light rail and doing more smart
transportation.

I also believe, like most people here
believe, that more roads are not going to stop
traffic congestion; I really don't believe that.

I don't believe it's an argument to do this, and
most of us don't believe that. And if you talk to
people in Colorado and all over the country where
roads just bring more building and more traffic.
So that doesn’'t work.

The other thing I really wanted to talk
about is I wanted to talk about whether this was an
emotional decision or not, because people look at
us and act like we're the emotional ones, we're
trying to preserve our way of 1ife, that we're
somehow selfish, that we want to stop this for
other people, benefit somebody else someplace else.

" But I'd like to say that I think that these
people making these decisions are sitting up 1in

offices with these big maps and they are looking at
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the line of the 241 that stops right there, and I
think they are emotionally attached to continuing
that line on down the 5. They are emotionally
attached to doing what they wanted to do 22 years
ago, whenever they made this decision.

And I want to tell them they can transcend
that and take into account what's happening right
now. And right now we're running out of water,
we're going to run out of water before we run out
of o0il. we need to l1ook futuristically and not --
you know, get your mind out of the '70s and
the '80s and think; we have to talk about other
alternatives.

And yes, we can have this map and two
freeways can stop right there and nobody is going
to die; I mean it's okay. And I hope you can hear
that. It's okay, we can stop right now. At some
point we've got to stop, and I think now is a good
time. Let's take care of what we have and let's
not go through this conservation area that was a
mediation for another area.

The last thing I want to say is you can't
mitigate a dirty beach by planting a few wild
flowers inland, you just can't do that.

GARY HALSTEAD: My name is Gary Halstead.
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I'm a resident of San Clemente. 1Isn't it funny
that this meeting that's all about San Clemente is
being held 16 miles away. Like most of our
relatives, my wife and I have searched long and
hard to find the place that we Tived. Wwe were
looking for a small town with a peaceful quality of
Tife and we found it in San Clemente. It was one
of the last such towns available, certainly along
the coast in Southern california, and it was also
one of the only ones we could afford.

The proposed expansion of the 241 toll road
will forever change the nature of this community
and area, it will change it from the town that we
Tove. The disruption caused by additional traffic
though this community is not wanted.

The central corridor route is especially
disconcerting. The elevated interchange between
the I-5 and this version of the 241 extension
completely changes the views to the residents of
the area that they moved here to enjoy.

The added noise, pollution and the fact that
it displaces over 1300 residents from their homes
is not to be accepted. It also removes 100
businesses from our community and that completely

affects the way we all Tlive in San Clemente.

Page 92



O 0 N O v A w N

NONON N NN R B R e R R R R e
A DS W N R O W N UV A W N RO

PARTONE

why is it that, when advising San Clemente
residents of the proposed extension of the 241,
none of the residents wanting their homes to be
removed or their businesses to be taken away that
we spoke with, have been directly advised of their
potential future. Displaced residents will be
faced with the prospect of trying to find new
places to live, now costing many more times than
the homes that they lost and even if they are able
to find and afford them, they will face much higher
property taxes for the rest of their lives.

In the last 15 years, three toll roads have
been constructed in Southern california, one has
failed as a private venture and it has been
returned to the state; one is near bankruptcy.
None has achieved the utilization that was expected
and traffic congestion has been very little
relieved.

Do not extend the 241 through San Clemente.
pon't split the community by putting the toll road
down the center. Don't destroy the 600 homes and
100 businesses and a lifestyle that defines San
Clemente. No on the toll roads.

ELOISE BODIFORD: I'm Eloise Bodiford. I

live in San Clemente. 1I'm 87 years old and I've
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live in the same house for 38 years and am still
there. And I hope that I can tell you my concern
about the toll road south before Alzheimer's sets
in here today.

I think that the tol1 road south extension
to the San Onofre State Beach, it's our last state
park anywhere in california. Since it was approved
12 years ago, it is a quiet nature getaway.
There's 161 units in the San Mateo campground.
It's a rural coastal valley, it's quite affordable,
and it is easy excess for thousands of families.
So it's safe away from cars, toll roads and it's
just a nice quiet little site. 1It's one of our
remaining surfing breaks, which is Trestles.
Trestles is one of the most famous surfing beaches
in the world. The toll road would interfere with
the natural screens of the erosion, we have
sedimentation; it will pollute our creeks and it
will affect our Trestles surfing beach.

I think that what will happen is that what
we have at the south end of South Orange County,
this is just Tike a little handful of nature's
wonderful treasures. There are 25 of the
ecological wonders of the world in that particular

little area, and if you doubt it, you can check
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your science magazine and they will verify this
fact.

Rancho Mission Vviejo wants to build 13,000
homes in 5 million square feet of commefcia1 space,
but the CEO of this -- Mr. Moiso, I guess that's
the way you say his name -- he was quoted that if
the tol11 road isn't there, we will just build a
road. well, why not let the developers build their
own road before they want to build a toll road
south and have everybody pick up the tab for that
particular road. I know that most of the people
here today are like me. I'm just a citizen, a
taxpayer, a voter, a concerned citizen, a
grandmother, whose daughter, whose grandchildren go
surfing at Trestles Beach. And I go there and I
watch them, and everybody has a very nice quiet
enjoyable time.

so I think that we need to support the
people that are trying to verify this in our
council. we have a councilman, carl warkomski of
San Juan Capistrano and Aliso viejo, who works very
hard against seeing this toll road south go in.

And we also have a councilman in San Clemente named
Mr. wayne Eggleston and he also is working very

hard to keep this tol1l road from ruining our little
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area in San Clemente.

This is a rural area at the south end of
Oorange County. It's the last little best beach
that's there. And if they build the toll road, it
will ruin our area, it will never be the same
because you can't rebuild what God put there in the
very beginning.

STEVE BURGESS: My name is Steve Burgess.
I'm from san Clemente. First, I know I speak for
most people when I say we don't want your toll
road. Secondly, I see we are showing various
alternative alignments and most of these alignments
are nothing more than a smokescreen. They are
there to divert your attention away from the true
alignment that the TCA wants to use, which are
through the open space.

They know full well no one 1is going to allow
them to put a road through the very middle of San
Clemente next to the high school; it's not going to
happen. They are looking at the park, they think
if we defeat the coalternative and some of the
others, that the park, one, will go through because
we will not notice it. Proponents of the toll
road, we have to stay united, we have to defeat any

alignment.
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And TCA tells us that the toll road will
make our lives better, it will reduce traffic;
absolute propaganda, pack of 1ies. As most people
have previously said, but it needs stating again, a
new road will increase development, there's no
question about that. A1l you have to do is drive
outside anywhere, you find me a road that is not
developed, you're going to be doing real well.

That really is about it. The extra
development that would go in as the toll road goes
in is going to increase air pollution, water
pollution, it's just going to be a total disaster.
we need to fight it, we need to stop it and
opponents, we need to stick together in this,
nothing is acceptable except no option.

PETER BONGE: My name is Peter Bonge. I've
been a resident of San Clemente for about 18 years,
and I'm also here to speak out against the toll
road.

I do want to acknowledge the people who have
spoken for the toll road, just for their courage to
be here. A democratic process can be a messy one,
but I'm encouraged to see that it's happened.
Although, at times I feel kind of scared about the

process in this country, how at times it's almost
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like cattle being led along to slaughter.

So there's some skepticism, and I really
wonder if what I have to say, what you have to say,
is really taken into account. And it's an
emotional issue, I feel emotional right now. I
think about the San Mateo campground. I went with
my daughter on a field trip and it's close to San
Clemente, so it's easy to go there, plus bussing
costs a lot, so field trips don't go very far; so
they utilize that.

And even when they talk about going by, you
know, an area, an open space area, the noise
impacts and how do you measure that? How do we
quantify and experience?

And I think that it's really important that
we are doing this EIR report, that it's being done,
but does it really take into account the change in
our life and what our children will be
experiencing.

And then just to address the economics of
it, I understand that this meeting is about the
EIR, the economics. There's an interesting
perspective, that it looks like the 73 1is 22
percent below ridership. I understand the 241 is 3

percent above; so overall, 19 percent down below.
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30 percent and it goes bankrupt, and there's
already talk about the 73 going bankrupt.

Now, who is going to bear the burden of
those bonds? I understand Phillip Morris owns a
lot of those bonds. They want to make a profit and
they pull strings. So eventually, it's going to
fall on the burden of the taxpayers; that means
money that comes out of the general fund, which
gets sucked away from maintaining parks or buying
new open space.

So is that something that's being considered
in the EIR? If this does not turn out to be
financially viable, what kind of impact does that
have in taking money away from other resources?

Thank you, and I appreciate the opportunity
to speak.

BRIAN KATZ: I'm Brian Katz, and I'm from
san Diego. I came up here to find out about -- I'm
not as intimately involved in the opposition of
this project, there's a lot of other people. I
found out about this pretty recently, I was
concerned because I'm a user of Trestles and other
beaches and other social activities in Orange
County and business activities in Orange County.

But people are working hard on this and know
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a lot more about the issues and speak a lot better
and are putting a lot more sweat into it. I really
appreciate it. I really appreciate it, as someone
who can't give that much time. So we do use your
resources and respect them and we want them to be
as pristine as you do, and we appreciate all your
work.

There was one speaker who talked, and I
respect them too, you deserve a lot of credit to
come up here, it's kind of a contentious meeting.
But there was a number thrown out, I think it was
300 million would be the cost of savings in time if
this road is built; I don't even know where the
number comes from. But even if the number is
justified by some kind of research, it's hard for
me to think that if someone did own Trestles, they
could sell it for 300 million. Or any other thing,
you can combine that with the parks and the open
space, and I don't know how many houses you'd have
to build on that beachfront property at a million
dollars a pop, plus the beaches, plus everything
else to maybe make a profit off the 300 million.

But I don't think that's a valid argument
when you're talking about cultural and

environmental resources that have been used as long
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as people have been in cCalifornia and hopefully as
Tong as people will be.

And lastly, I didn't expect this to be so
big, it's really inspiring to see that. There's a
Tot of people who really strongly feel about the
way they do. But if there is anyone listening here
who does write checks, who does sign contracts, who
does finalize the decisions, it's hard for me to
understand how, after listening to all these
people -- and there are people who have a
legitimate voice on the other side, but obviously
there is a general feeling of which way this
project should go. I don't think anyone can
dispute that.

And anyone who still goes forward with this
tol1l road after listening to all these talks, all
this impassioned speech, at the very least, has a
misunderstanding, and at the very worst, has a
contempt for democracy. Thank you.

SHEILA KESSLER: Yea for San Clemente. I'm
sheila Kessler and I live in San Clemente. And
specifically, I 1live in this little area that's
behind the juncture at the interchange of I-5 and
Pico. I'm here to represent that group, that this

Pico, and the alternatives, the three alternatives
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that are at Pico, may end up being the path of
least resistance, which is totally frightening for
those of us that live there.

First let me describe, because this is not
clear in the EIS, let me describe what it would
Took 1ike. 1It's not only the 693 homes that have
already been mentioned that would be removed, but
it would be the surviving people that would lose

the whole quality of Tife in San Clemente. 1It's

not just 113 businesses that would be removed, it's

the businesses who are left would have a divided
San Clemente where people couldn't get to them.

It's not the employees that would be let go
because the businesses have left, it is all the
ones that would be less attracted to living in San
Clemente because, in reality, it's more than the
pocket mouse, and it is more than the steelhead
trout. San Clemente itself is an endangered
species.

My husband and I, we're two years away from
retiring. We saved our money, we saved all of our
savings and we looked for three years for a couple
of things. we looked for a community with a
quality of 1life. we Tlooked for getting away from

the cement and getting back to nature, and we found
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it in San Clemente. Wwe've been there for three
years and we want to be there five years from now.
A lot of people don't realize what this would look
Tike. This road comes around the back of wal-Mart,
the wal-Mart, Lowe's Plaza, it takes out that whole
plaza. That plaza just sold for $580 million.

It's the most expensive piece of retail real estate
in Southern California. It takes out new homes
right behind wal-Mart, comes down Pico, takes out
the high school, takes out all the businesses
between Albertson's and I-5. It starts -- for
those of you that know San Clemente, it starts --
another arterial comes around St. Andrews Church on
the top, hundreds of feet high on the top of the
hi11l and transverses down to Ole Hanson's, buys out
Ole Hanson's Elementary School, and leaves us with
an E1 Toro Y interchange right in the path of
everybody's view.

And it is not just the loss of the view, it
is the loss of nature, and we can't go back, we
cannot go back. So this is one story, but there
are a thousand homes. The economic impact they
talk about, the EIS, now this would be a little
more expensive alternative. They don't talk about

the economic impact to us personally, there are
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over a thousand homes that would be directly
impacted. When my husband and I looked for homes
three years ago, those houses that were directly
along I-5 were bigger, they were newer, they were
beautiful and they had better views. But they were
a third of the cost less than what we bought
because of all the noise along the I-5.

This, in an elevated way, would bring that
freeway eyeball to eyeball, eardrum to eardrum,
with trucks going along the way. It stays elevated
until the end of San Clemente and then drops into
the existing I-5. That splits all the view of San
Clemente going from Pico all the way down to
southern San Clemente. It not only splits the
view, it splits our community, it makes us an
island for the existence within.

Now, for what, I ask? You guys that
personally comes out of our back pockets. This
will cost us as much as the freeway will cost the
financiers. If you take a thousand homes and
multiply anywhere from $300,000 to a million dollar
loss, depending on the home, it will cost us
personally as much as it will cost at the lowest
possibility, the freeway.

And that's not in the EIS, because all they
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care about is what it's going to cost the toll road
to build. And I ask, for what? I mean absolutely
for what? To line the developers' pockets inland?
It is not about relieving traffic. It takes eight
Tanes of existing traffic on I-5 and feeds in
another eight lanes of new traffic, and it all
comes to a screeching halt in Southern San Clemente
and backs up with all the fumes, all the air
quality and all the visual pollution right in front
of a thousand homes.

so we have a lot of our presentation because
it's so important to preserve our land and our
nature, but Pico has been underrepresented in this
whole thing and I'm here to make sure that all
those thousand residences and the multiple
residents within that, get equal attention to the
pocket mouse. Thank you.

CHARLES LAWSON: Hello, my name is Charles
Lawson; I'm a neighbor of the previous speaker. So
I live in San Clemente in the homes that are up
above the high school. And my first reaction to
all of this is from a very personal point of view.
My pocketbook would be reduced by 150- or $200,000,
probably, if that big interchange at Pico and the

I-5 were put in, because right now I have a view of
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mountains and ocean and, with this freeway, I would
have a view of an interchange.

And I spoke to the person staffing the
socioeconomic display back here about it and he
says no, we don't take that kind of thing into
account in our figuring, so it's not in the cost,
and he wasn't sure I really would have that loss.
well, I think these planners need to get realistic.
I think we would have that cost.

I'd Tike to make a point that I think
everybody that was here today should be thought of
as representing at least ten more people, because I
went around my neighborhood knocking on people's
doors and encouraging them to take account of this
meeting, and some people had birthdays and some
people had weddings to go to and some people are
too old to drive now, and some people thought the
ideas of building a freeway down Pico was so
ridiculous, that nobody would ever really do it.
And so, for every one person that's here, there's
nine people that are still back there that weren't
here today but think this whole idea 1is just
ridiculous, so it isn't worth the time to talk
about it.

I want to say that I'm honored and humbled
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to be in the company of the people that have spoken
here that have given so much time and thought to
this issue. And the idea that maybe the whole Pico
alignment was just thrown into this thing to try to
split up San Clemente, I think indeed we do need to
all work together. And I'm very happy to see wayne
Eggleston here today, and we all remember city
council from San Clemente that was here. And
Steve, who was a candidate for the council a couple
of years ago, I'm very pleased to see him here
today too, I know he's pushed this for a long, long
time.

So where are the people that are in favor of
this? we secured a couple of people here today
that are in favor of it. Wwe haven't heard any
other public officials, any city council people.

Do they prefer to conduct their business kind of in
a back room somewhere, is that it?

I1'11 just conclude by say it seems to me
this whole thing is driven by bureaucratic inertia
and developers' agreed and it needs to be stopped.

MIKE GUANDY: Hello, my name is Mike Guandy,
I'm a resident of South Orange County and, although
I'm a member of the Rotary Club and chamber of

commerce, I'm here just as a resident, just a
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regular guy, and recognize it as a significant
transportation problem in all of Orange County,
including South Orange County.

And giving public testimony, I wanted to let
those decision-makers know that there are people in
orange County who believe they are doing a good
job. They are looking at all of the alternatives
and trying to make the best decision for each and
every one of them. 1It's not always going to please
100 percent all of the time. But for those of you
who are listening and have the responsibility of
the decision, please know there are people out
there supporting you and that belief that this is
the appropriate thing to do for all of Orange
County. Thank you.

MARGARET WHITELAW: My name is Margaret
whitelaw. I'm a San Clemente resident, by the way.
One of the previous speakers Tikened the roads --
talked about growth per growth, per se, and likened
it to a cancer cell. well, I've just been recently
diagnosed with breast cancer and let me tell you,
growth per growth, per se, is ugly. 1I've had three
surgeries in the last six weeks. I don't feel very
good, I'm tired, I'm in a lot of pain. I should

probably be home in bed. But my opposition to the
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Foothill-South toll road, I got up, dragged my
daughters and my friends here so I could voice my
opinion.

I'm a surfer, I've Tived in Southern
california for my entire life. I've been surfing
at Trestles and San Clemente since I was ten years
old; now my children surf there too. The
Foothill-South tol1l road makes a lot of sense if
you're a real estate developer and you have no
conscious and you are motivated by money and greed.

But for the rest of us human beings who live
on this earth and care about nature and ecology and
the future of the world, it is an abomination. For
those of not motivated by money and greed, the
ocean and foothills are valuable.

we live here and enjoy a way of life that is
exceptional. wWe have clean surf, something that is
becoming more and more rare in California and the
world. we have a beautiful open space with
endangered animals and plants. We have campgrounds
and hiking trails, natural beauty. We treasure
this, our children treasure this, thousands of
tourists treasure this. It is priceless. It
cannot be replaced.

Retribution can not make up for what would
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be gone forever. 1If the Foothill-South toll road
is allowed to do its money-irreversible damage to
South Orange County, we will become a sad
statistic.

our grandchildren will only hear stories of
how it once was. The citizens of california will
not benefit from this in any way. Only the real
estate developers will benefit. Pollution and
overpopulation is what they are trying to force
down our throats. Please help us. Think about the
future of our world. Help us preserve a lasting
Tegacy for our children. 100 years from now, what
will be important? How do you want to be
remembered? Wwe do not really own this world, we
are borrowing it from our children. Please don't
let the toll road take its toll on our future.
Think about it, search your conscious, do the right
thing.

ALEXA WHITELAW: Hi, my name is Alexa
whitelaw. I do not want the toll road to be built
because it kills animals and it's not good. I
think that we should keep the ocean like this and
not do that because, when I grow up and I have
children, they will only know about the ocean and

won't know how beautiful it was when I was little.
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How would the others be able to do things 1ike surf
there when the toll road is there, when it's
polluted. Nobody wants to surf in a poliuted
ocean; not even the fish and the sharks, but all
the animals that live down here. 1It's not fair. I
think that we should keep the ocean like this and
not have a toll road.

MACKENZIE WHITELAW: Hi, I'm MacKenzie
whitelaw. I know I am just ten and I'm not old
enough to be a voter or anything parents can be,
but I know the difference between right and wrong
and I know that the toll road is wrong.

something that destroys the beauty and
nature we have is something that we cannot afford.
A1l our land would be destroyed if you destroy one
piece of right-away, and I don't think that's
right.

J. MICHAEL HARTY: I said we were going to
take a break at 1:30, but 1'11 willing to proceed,
because people have been sitting so long. we'll
just roll through all of the people sitting here
now and take a break after the last person who is
Tined up to speak has spoken. So we will make a
quick change there to allow everyone to speak.

SARA FELDMAN: Wwell, it's very hard to

page 111

111



O 00 N O v b W N

N NONON N N B R R H R e B e
Vi A W N B O W o N O 1 & W N 1B O

PARTONE

with no assessment of the impact, the EIR
also fails to address mitigation. Therefore, we
are most curious to find out the answer to our
second question, which is this: How do you plan to
replace the irreplaceable, after you replaced 1,200
acres of coastal hills and beach and the last
impact coastal waters within our beaches, when
there is nothing Teft to replace it with?

we urge your honest appraisal of what's at
stake.

JANET BIERNEY: Hi, my name is Janet
Bierney. I'm a 25-year resident of San Clemente, a
50-year resident of Orange County, so as you can
imagine, I have seen a lot of change. I have lived
in Orange County since before Mission viejo was
created, Laguna Niguel, many of the cities that are
there for everyone to enjoy now.

I am opposed to the Foothill-South
extension. I don't believe it's going to help us,
I think it's going to hinder us. I think we need
to please just stop the development and stop the
road building and maybe look at alternative
sources, alternative ways to do what we need to do
in our daily lives. I realize that, I have sat in

the traffic, and I understand what some of these
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people are saying.

I'm not a speech writer or -- I haven't
prepared anything, so this is -- I don't want to
take up any more time, but I just think it's so
important that we do not put any roads through this
wilderness. I was around when our state attorney
general, Bill Lockyer, came to San Clemente and
spoke about toll roads. And what he said really
was eye-opening to me as well. You know, the toll
roads, '"toll," there's money that people have to
get on and pay. When they keep raising the toll,
for one way, I guess it's now 3-, going up to $4
for the 73, and that's going to cost people $8, $9,
$10 to go roundtrip. I don't know how you people
can afford it.

I, for one, am a taxpayer, I resent having
the toll road or any type of road 1like that that's
being presented to people, you know, that they are
going to pay for it. well, guess what, not only
will it come back into our -- you know, be on our
shoulders, our children's shoulders and their
children's shoulders. Anyway, I thank you for your
time, I don't want to take any more of it. Thank
you.

MICHAEL BRANTLEY: Hi, I'm Michael Brantley;
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I live in San Juan Capistrano. I want to thank the
organizers of the hearing today for 